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THE GIFT OF 


Marg Clube 


TO 


who came to me from behind the footlichts 


and stilled forever my desire to sit in 
The Front Row 


these reminiscences are affectionately dedicated 


THE FRONT ROW 


I suppese this book should date from my first a vagaeinrng in the 
theatee, and that began with my being taken by my Mother am eine aol Joseph 
Jefferson in "Rip van Vinkle" at the Globe Theatre in Boston, I don't know just 
how old I was ~ nine or ten perhaps ~ tut I do remember that the Play made a very 
deep impression on my mind, and I also remember that we had seats in the front row, 
I had asked my Mother to try to get seats there vecause I wanted to see and hear all 
that was going on, ani a little shaver like me could not do that if seated a bit fad | 
back - @ven in the "fourth row on tho aisle”, which was where all conservative old : 
Bostonians liked to sit if possible, So, as this was my party,- in the front row 
we sat. 

Ve get te the theatre pretty early - I remember that too - and there 
was a little wait before the curtain went up on the scene in the little mountain 
village in the Catskills, whore the first act of the play was laid. While we waited 
for that curtain to rise I looked axound the theatre to see who was there, ani te ny 
great enjoyment, I recognized a great many of my playmates; Charlie Jackson -I won- 
der if he remembers its; Guy Seull ~- a well mown Yar corresponéent in after years « 
and cuite a few others whose names I have now forgotten, I had com to the theatre 
with my Motier, but just before the play began, my Father, whe had Slipped away from 
his office (it was a matince perfomance) joined us, ani I, who had teen worrying ar 
lest he should be unable to come, was cuite happy; for nothing was perfect to me, in 
those days, unless he was a part of it, He sat mxt to me, and with my hand in his, 
I watched the performance of the play which was so identified with the great actor, 


amd enjoyed every minute of it; though, to be perfectly frank, I think I enjoyed be 
with my Father most of all, I saw Joseph Jefferson in "Rip van Winkle" many times in 
after years, when Tl was better able to appreciate his wonderful portrayal of the 
loveable old reprobate who slept for so long; but nowr Pan I get more wal onjeynent 
out of it than on that winter afternoon in Boston eae sixty years ago, 
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One of the oldest landmarks in Boston that has disappeared in recent 

years was the old Bosten Museum, which stood on Tremont Street just below the 

historic King's Chapel, I don't know when the first preformance was given in 

the old theatre, tut I do know that it Meurished leng before ny tine, in the days 
when Willian Warren and Mre, Vincent headed the casts, ‘Speaking ef the Boston 
Museum in its early days, Henry Austin Clapp, in his "Reminiscences of a Dramatia 
Critic", says :« 

"A$ the outset, as every Bostonian knows, the establichnent was con- 

ducted on the plan of Baxmum's ef New York, The word ‘theatre’ was net visible 
on any of its bills, programmes er advertisements. It was a mseum and justified — 
its title by an edifying exhibit of stuffed animals, bones, mummies, minerals, wax 
figures, and other curios; making, through these ‘branches ef learning ani its 
long-~contimed obeisance te Puritan tradition ~ after that tradition had ceased fren 
the Municipal Orinances ~ by closing its doors on Saturday nights, anf eloquent 
appeal to the patronage ef seter persons affected with scruples against the cedless 
theatre, The appeal was aS suacessful as it was shrewl, Toe this day (1902) I 

doubt not, there are citinens of Boston whe patronize no other place of theatrical 
amsencnt than its Museun, though the stuffed beasts and the observance ef the even 
of the Lord's Day are things ef the past, But, howver disguised or preferred by 
the children of the Puritans, *The Museum’ was a theatre if ever there was one, 
These who can reall its earliest days will find Clinging to their mereries syams oe: 
Mames, generally well mixed up as to dates and s@nuences ; Nr Tem Comer, leader of | 
the orchestra, accomplished musician and genial gentleman; WeH.Smith, an old tine 
actor and manager of stately style; Nrs Theman, a chaming performer of light comedy: 
Mr Pim, droll sen of a droller father; the grace ful ami vivid Mr Keach; Mr J Davies, 


whe was a very "heavyy’ villain on the stag, but off it lightly wielded the barber's 
razos the blazing Mrs Barrett, whose life went out in darkness; JeA.Smith, whe aia 


Stage fops, always with the same drewl and rising infleétion, and an actor by night 
was a tailor by day, oxcept on Wednesday ani Saturlay afternoons, when he was an 
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actor: Miss Kate Reignelds, a very brilliant player, who, as wre Irving Winslow, has 
now the highest reputation as a reader; the drily efieetive Nr Hardenbe mh; Mr. 
Charles Barre, a cre ful and versatile leading man; Miss Amie Clarke who made 
herself an accomplished sctress, despite the handicaps of a harsh veice and native 
stiffness of bearing; lirs Vincent, the peyemmiglj) the egmatchearted, whe for years } 
Was mever mentioned exeept in clese cemection with the ad jectives'G@ear’ and ‘old's 
ang finally, William Warren the comedian," 

Nest ef these artists, though familiar to me because their names were 
often mentioned by my Father, who was very fomd of the theatre, I never saw; but 
I do remember well Miss Amie Clarke ani Mr Barron ani the leading actors and agen ) 
tresses of the "gay nineties" ~ Miss Miriam O'Leary, Mr John Mason, Miss Viela Allen,’ 
and many others whe in after years rese to starien en Broadway. Ne ome has paid a 
better trimte te the eld days ef the Besten Museum than that well knewn actor, the 
late Edward Hugh Seether, whe Jeined the Besten imseum company fer a short time, wry 
early in his career, He says, in his autobiography ~ "The Nelancholy Tale of tet"~ 

"In 1879, when I joined the tuseum company, that temple of the érana 
still had a following ef its own, Zach member of the organization had, from long 
association ani distinguished service, become something ef an institution,  Citisens 
had beon breught up from childheed to leve and revere then. Especially was this the 
case with lir William Warren ané lire Vincent, whose service in this one theatre cev~ 
@red a period of nearly fifty years, The actual merit of the porformance at the 
Boston Museum was pevhaps greater than that of any other stock company in the country 
Mr Warren has been declared ‘the superior of his cousin, Joseph Jefferson, And yet, 
outside the city ef Besten ~ save in a few New england towns ~ mefthor he ner urs 
Vincent were kmewn at all. ‘To them, howewr, a modest tut established hore ant the 
perpetual enjoymer of a circle of intinate ami admiring frionds compensated for a 
wider fam@, Many of a greater notoriety, on looking back, would gladly have changed 
Places with then; to have been able to contemplate in retrespect so many years of 
peace ful labour and to have been so truly honoured and so well boloved, To such an 
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extent 41a this sentinont prevail in the ease of yire Vinoont that the vincent Hespita! 
founded in her name under the auspices ef Trinity Clureh, is in these days sametimes 
inadve rtently called "Saint Vincent's Hospital’, 

‘I quete thes owe, exgoxpts in order to shew the fecling which was 
prevaicnt in Boston at the timo when I began to go to the theatre, and also to show 
the merits of tho company of playem who presented, at that theatre, the best plays | 
ef the medem playrights, as well as seme of the classics, In my @arly days, the 
"Star" system had net come into common practice, though often there were visiting 
“stars” who travelled fron city to city, appearing at these theatres which maintained’ 
a first-class stock company which could be utilised for their support. But, in the 
nineties, the plays at tle Boston Imseun were, for the most part, presented ty the 
steck company which was engaged throughoub the season and which appeared in such 
plays as Pinere'’s "Sweet Laventax", Bronsen Newanl's "Shenanieah", etc.ete. In 
fact, one of my Garliest vivid recollections ef the theatre is that of a performance 
of the latter play at the Boston Ituseun, 

It is all very clear in my mind, My Mother was in New York, and the 
"Old Man" and I were left alone, He came home from the office rather early ow 
night and we had dimer together, ani then he sai@:- "Senny, therets a new play in 
town + at the Museun ~ called *Shenandeah'. It's about the var and I thought you «4 
would like to see it with me, and so Itve get a couple of seats, Would you like te 


fx) sl a e 
Of course I was delighted, and we went off together like a couple ef kids t 


on a lark ~ he to have his memories of the Civil War revived, I te see an exciting 
Play. It was a good play from a spectacular point of view and it was well acted . 
Viola Allen, who in after years made a great mame for hersel¢ in Hall Caine's Plays, 
played the Southern heroine, whe was of course in leve with the Nerthem here played 
by John Magen; and such well known players as Maurice Barrymore (the father or Bthel 
and Lionel ani Jack) and Tom Therne and Annie Clarke, woxe in the leading parte, —_ 
The climax comes in the second act, when the Northem troops aye in full retreat devo | 
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the hetel onslaught, led by the villain of the picce and are only saved from complet } 
amihilation wy the timely arrival of Gorwral Sheridan, to whom the news of the attack 
has been brought by the heroim, of course, a great many liberties were talen with 
history, and I fancy that the official War Records would toll a somewhat different 
story of that terrific battle in Virginia, But to me it was wonde rful, and there 
must have been a good deal in the play that was true to life; for I rerember that ry 
Father was a good d@al affected by it. He and I went to the theatre quite often in 
these days, but he was a very busy man, and frevuently used to come heme too tired to 
§° to a theatre at night,- so I sometimes went to a matinee by myself, or in the ever 
ing with ny other or the families of some of my friends. 

One day ~ it must have been ahout two years after the evening which I 
have described above - Father took me on a visit to New York. He had to go on msi-~ 
ness which kept him occupied much of the day, mt we went to the theatre cvery nicht 
and I spont most of my Spare time at the Sden Musee, where I amused myself looking at 
the wax-worké ani trying to play checkers with the famous automaton who defeated all 
comers. I insisted that Pather should cone there with me eno aftemoon, as I was 
convinced that he could avenge my defeats »~ but, alas, that project was a failure. 
Bat te go back to the theatre. I remember that we saw two plays = one was "014d Hes 
ana Young Hearts", played by tho Lycown Stock Company, which, at that tine, included ‘ 
lie rbert Kelsey, Georgia Cayvam, Effie Shamnon and Cyril Scott ~ nanes to con jure with 
in the theatre in those days ~ ‘and the other play was "Lomi Chumley", a comedy weitat 
ven by fienry de }iille and David Belasco, in which Lawami Sothem was making his first 
appearance aS a Star, under the managerent of Daniel rrolman, I haw that prograr 
before mo now. What names it contains’ ven and wonen who in after years were fa 
in the annals of the stago,- David Belasco, at that time Manager of the Lycoun Thea tre 
in after years perhaps the greatest producer America has Gver seen, author andi cos : 
of countless successful plays; Tully Varshall, who even to-day one sees on tiv ax 
as one also docs another member of that cast ~ Norton Selten; Rowland Buxton, who late 


played “Colonel Sapt" in “The Prisoner of ona", 11 three of these mon were in 
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Sothem's company for many years; and among tho women, Virginda Hamed ~ who Noelia ns 
made her greatest success as "Trilby” in the dramatization of George du | aurierts 


novel of that name ~ and last of all, Sothem himself, perhaps the most sucee ss ful 


Star on the American stage for twenty years, Certainly in comedy and romantic drama — 
sothem had no equal, and no one whe evyor Sav his chamterication of "Imdelf vassendyl$ 
in "The Prisoner os. ema", or "Francois Villon" in "If I were King" could ever cova 
thome I think I saw Sethem in nearly everything he Phayed ~ failuzes as well as 


Successes =~ and there Wore failures, as there always must be, @ven for the most suc- 
eessful star, Sut ho was one of the few actors anon: those whom I admired whom I 

never came to knew well, Ne was very char of his friendships outside the theatres | 
I was quite mad abéut his performance in "The Prisener of | enda™ ~I believe I saw | 4 
the play twenty-seven times ~ ana I have to-day a copy of the entire play, a correc | 
ome at that, written purely trem meomorye It must have been nearly twenty years late 
after he and Julia Marlowe were married, that I came te knew hin eyen Slightly; wut > 


have always felt that ho was one of the Greatest actors that America has produced, 


Julia Marlowe, whe mst of course always be rated among the great Amer 
Hoan actrosseo, was another subject of my youthful entlusiasms 1% so happoned that, 


in her younger days, she was intimately acquainted with sone friends of my Votherts be 


and I think it was at a reesption given to bor by tirs Charles Fairchild, that we firs q 


made her acquaintance, I have called vigs Marlowes an American actress, but of course 
she was born in Cumberland ~ not far from tho country which heani the sound of John 4 
Peel's horn, Of her Carly career I tmow very little; tut in 1697 she eare to Boston 
in a play called "for Bomie * Prinee Charlie" ~ a translation by J.1.0.dlark of Fr 


Coppet's “Les Jacobites" ~ which interested me gr@atly. ‘iss Marlowe was cha ming to. 


me, and at that time began an acquaintance ~ I wish I might call it a friendship « 


which lasted for many years until she retired from the stage. She used often te cme 


to my Father's house in Boston and I saw her thore, as well as in more theatrical ours 


roundings. iiss Marlowe's portrayals of Shakespeare's heroines wore always rae 


fully conceived and interesting; though I confess that to mo such romantic heroines _ 
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Miss Marlowe 
1898 
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as "Mary Tudor" in "when rmighthood vas in er, and "Barbara Frietsche” in Gyee 


Pitch's drama of the Civil Var, were more to my taste, The marriages of Narlowe and 


Sothern in after years brought to the theatre a combination which was worthy of even 


Shakespeare's pest Plays. Perhaps they were both a little too old to give the most 


convincing rendering of "Romeo and Juliet", though I have never seen a leovelicr "Juliet 


than Marlowe in hor early days « I have always felt that “The M@ rchant of Venice" ga 


them their pest chance together in serious Grama, ami ‘The Taming of the shrew" in what 


- one micht almost tem farce comedy. At tho outbreak of the first vorla Var, after t 


their partial retirement from tho Stage, they were, I think, living in England, and it 


Was from there that thoy set forth upon their mission to the Porees at the Front, <0 
when they gave of their best, under the most trying and dange rous conditions, 


aS . 
Sothern died afew roar age and “liss Marlewe no longer lives in that lovely village 


in the Cotswolds, which was for so long the home of another Amertean actress, Mary - i 


Anderson Navarro. I have not seen her for years, wut I hope that sence day our paths 


may cress agin, 


One of Miss varlowe’s most successful plays, which I have mentioned < _ 


"When Knighthood Was in Plower? - brought to me memories of Garly “useum days; for 


there was Miss Annie Clarke Playing “Cathe rine of Aragon", peshaos the most disagrees x 


~ who, by the way, was played by Charles Harbury wien 
I canc to know well in after years, iiss Marlowets leading man in that Play was 


of she wives of Bluff King Hal, 


Bruce “Mcliae, of whom it was sfid that he had no onemics, ami I ean well velieye it, 


for a more kindly thoughtful man I haw never known, 


Brace and I took to each other 


at once. He was an outdoor man and, though he came of theatrical stock, no*¥ inoelE | 


actor by disposition. He had spent his carly years ranching in Australia and was a 


fine horseman, very different from somo of my theatrical frionds who wished thomsel ves 


thoucht mastex of an art which needed very different qualities from ¢he yortraval of 


Stage characters, He used to send his Sundays at Lincoln and wo had many a ood 


together; particularly when he was playing with Sthel Barrymore in "Cousin Kate". 


Ethel Barrymoye 


in 
“The Bauble Shop" 


1894 
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What a chaming play that was! And how delight fully, portrayed the 
attractive Irishvaggist with a bit of a brogue who meets "Cousin Kate" in the empty 
~Kouse and tells her the story of “The Three Bears”{ 1 shall never forget his closing 


worms to Ethel at the end of the play, after all the troubles which have beset the » 


lovers are over ~ "Ant now will ye marry me 7” Or her we joinder - "Sure an’ I will," | 
I cam almost hear it new! thet haa vexy good plays in t*ese daye when she anf Bruce | 
were together ~ “Lady Frederick"; “Cousin Kate; 4” Country Meuse"; His ixeellency The 
Geverer"; and a revival of her first great sugc@ss, “Captain Jinks”. I don’t think 
she ever appeared to greater adventage. When ene stops to oma tias nthe Barryme re’s 
theatrical career cevers a period at Sie tad & contury, during which time she has 
delighted American audienses from eoast to coast, it seems to me that she helds a place 
that is quite unique in the amals ef the Anerlean stag, Se far as I imew, I saw 
her first performance - certainly one of her first aprearanees on the prefessional | 
Stage, I was a Freshman in College ond I had gone one night to the Hellis street 
Theatre in Boston to see John Drew in a play ty Henry Arthur Jones called "the Bauble 
Shep", in which he and Mawle Adame were delighting Boston audiences. John was exeel- 
lent in the leading part ~ so was Migs Adams ~ but ay interest was feoussed on a tall 
Slight ¢cirl of strikine beauty who Played the part of “Lady Kate Pfermel". I leoked 
on the programe and saw the name, Miss Ethel Barrymore. I knew little of stag | 
“yelationships in these days,and it was not until the next day, whon the Boston Transcrifis 
amiounced the fact, that I wae aware that my “tall slight girl” was the doughber of 
Maurice Barrymore and Georgia Drew (Barrymore) and therefore Jol Drew's niece, But 
Phat did not de me any good, I had not the honour at that time of knowing "Uncle Jack” 
end I was ina quandary os to how I was going to meet Miss Barrymore. I think that 
about half the Harvanmi undergraduates that I knew were ‘wildly smitten" ani eve xyyone 
wanted to meet her, "The Bauble Shop" played in Beste for three weeks sand it was 
net until the final week that I was formally inbroduced, 1 eamet remember just how 
4% came about, but I Gan renembor that I was thrilled when she consented to come te a 


Symphony Concert with mo on her final Friday aftemoon, She was very fond of good 
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Classical mesic even in these days, ana though classical msie was a bit over my 
that mattered little to mo if I could sit by her side while she enjoyed it, How o 
we have laughed ever that afternoon 


The next year she camo to Reston again in her uncle's company, in 
"Rosemary", that exquisite Play by Louis N.?arke r and Marray Carson, which was a pert : 
vehicle for John Drew, I remember we first met again at a danee given by wre Beete 
for her daughter, at her house on Cemmonvalth Aveme, and I had a vexy great advant agp 
over my other leve «sick classneges, because I kwew the fair Sthel ani also her umele, : 
when I had mot the previous year. TI cam rather late to that dance, having cone +6 
the theatre first and having tined my Ontrance ot the Beetets to coincide with thas 
ofiir Drews; amd so it happened thet he ang I mt in the roan whens the men were lea 
their coats, To my utter astonishment, he rocogniced me. The faculty for remember 
ing everyone whom he hed ever met was one of John Drew's outstanding traits, an@ he ga} 
Game up tome and seaid:~ "Helle Higginson: it's nice to sea you again. I've breught 
my niece Sthel with me, You remember her, don’t you? 111 you introduces us te our 
hostess ~ we dont} kmow her," 
Did I yomenber his niews ¢ wWeuld I introduce then to Mrs, Beebe ? 
I was thrilled to the marrew: and when the lovely Ethel said charming things te me as 
we met eutside in the hall ~ well, my heart veat so that I could hardly speak) be | 
three went down the staire together and as we steed on the lamiing leeking down on the 
dancers in the hall below, sancem eaucht sight of us and the whisper “there's Bthel 
Barrymore” ran around the reom like wildfire. she 414 look levely that nicht, in her. 
party frock of white tulle, with a grect mmech of roses in her hand, standing beside 
ber uncle, I remember cseing down stairs and presenting her and Drew to Mrs Beebe , 
then moving off to dance with her ~ the envy Of all Harvanl undergraduates who vere 
present, I saw quite a good deal of her that Spring - "Rosemaxy" had a long run in 
Beste - and I gave a little Tea for hor at my rooms at Wadeworth Nouse in Cambridge , 
to which "Uncle Jack" also game, What a chamer she was} Svexyone who met her fell 
in love with hor ~I among others ~ ant with all of us she was just the same sweet s 
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Sivl ~ though she would leok at no ono of us, 


She went abroad shortly after that, in the company of Willian Gillette} 
whe took his great Civil War play ~ "Seeret Service ~ ¢o Lonions ani I went ever te 
New York - estensibly to ceo my old friend ana Cclassnate, Harry Woodruff, whe was in — 
the same company, off + wit wally to see Sthel, I baxoly spoke to her on tie ship; | 
she was surroumfed ty admirers fron all over the country; ari the poor little Harvard 
Sophemexe had only time to cay “Bon Voyage” and “Au Revoir” before the “All achore* 
Geng somec, 1 didn’t see her agnin gor those years, Jat at that tine she cam te 
Beston on her first starring venture ~ "Tis 2xeellengy The Gevemor” ~ ami I saw bery | 
little of her then. for I had Just become engagad myself, ani ny fiancee hed no Ereat 
love for my friendships vith charming ackrsses., But I @ia manage to give a lunch at 
Cambridge ~ <i my Club thers ~ ani I say Seusthing of her a year later, when she 
Playel in the first production ef “Gaptain Jinks" at the Park Thedfire, in which she 
Was supperted by that delightful SneLish aster, HE, tpewes Smith, After that our 
paths ssomed to lie in @ifferent directions, ani although I think I saw all the plays ’ 
in which she acted ant watched with interest her steady rise in th: theatrical world, 
if saw very little of her in an intinete way until she gawe to Bosten in a dramaticat’ 
_+efiirs Sedgewick's "Tante", in 1914. Charlic Cherry, one of my most intinate frier 
"was her leading man, and I remember that on the aftereen ef hic arrival in Besten, he 


. rang up my wife on the teleyhone and asked us to come $6 the theatre that nigh’ to see 
| the opening performance and toe come to Suppe y attentia xis « Ve went, and of course 
“Bthel was at the supper and was her mest delightful self, And how charming she was) 
I don’t think that I have ever inown anyone who could make he welf more ee 

when she wombed to. She didn't alwys want to, for she was pretty tired sonetines, 

"and like most great artists, she was moody; tut that night I came away with the feeli 

‘that I had refound an old friend; ond had it not been for the fact that I was very 

much in leve with my own wife, well ~ I'm afraid I should have "fallen" again, 

We saw a lot of her that Spring and I remember that she came out to 


‘rg for a couple of week~onds, and I can alnost hear hey mow, playing the piane 


ll 

in my big Hall for hours at a time. she slways has played with great ene am also 
with a power that is quite out of the ordimary for anyom who is not a professional 
Pianist. Of course the leading part in "Tante”" is a professional pianist, and Ethel | 
Was in great form that year and played for us a great deal, Although, as I have said 

I had not seen much of her during the years that interverma between 1900 ami 1914, I 
den't suppese there were any of her plays that I didn’t see and enjoy. Her beauty 
was the sort that became even greater as the years went by, and her voice - always 
one of her greatest attribtes ~ gained dn depth and power until it was like a 'celle 

in its sweetness and Sympathy - particularly in the lower register, I shall never © | 
forget her rendition of the speech in "Alies ~sit~by-~the-fire ," which ve gins, "Good ~by¢ 
boys ~ I don't mean you ~-I mean your fathers," I used to make me cry ¢very time I 
heard it, and now that I an ectting older myself, it affects me even more. Bruce 
MacRae was with her in that tee, 

The War came along shortly after this, ani I didn't see much of Ethel 
or anyens Glise for several years, but in 1919 I saw her several times, in a play call 
Meclassee" which filled the Empire Theatre in New York for a season. I remember 
especially one nicht when she came te supper with me at the Crystal Room at the Ritz 
Hotel ~ sie and her sister-in-law, who had married her brother Jack. I dontt think 

I ever saw Sthel as beautiful as she was that nicht, sles had on a black dress ~ 
black is always becoming to a really beautiful wonan ~ she was as Slight as a girl 
and her excuisite profile was as clear-cut ani sharp as @ cameo, I haé always said 
that, in my opinion, Masten Rlliott was the mest beautiful dark woman that I had ever 
known amd Ethel] Barrymore the most beautiful fair one; ami that night I was sure of 
it. I never saw her looking so mdiantly lovely. 

To tell of our various meetings would ve only repetition, I used to 
see her wherever I had a chance ~ sanetimes vehind the soones for a few nimutes after 
& play, sometimes at luncheon or supper ~ but her ways lay in many parts of our broad 
land and, usually on my fam at Lincoln; so that we saw each other mainly at such ¢ imes 
as she was playing in Boston, unless I happened to ve in some city in which she was 


12 
Playing. Om winter she appeared at the Hollis street Theatre ,in a comedy called 
“Our Mrs MeChesney”, and it so happened that my son, who was at that time about 
years old, was at hene fron scheol on a vacation. One night I suggested that ve 
might ge in to Bost ani dine am go to a theatre; ami, as it was to be his party, I 


asked him what play he would like te see, Ouick as a flash came the answer:~ "I'd | 
like te see Bthel Barrymore." Like father like son, I thought te myself, and nothing 4 
leath, I ordered twe seats for the Hollis Street Theatre in the front row, We went 

in Town to dime, ani as wo were almost at the nc of our dimer, he said to m:- "You 
know Miss Barrymore quite well, Father, don't you 7" "Yes", I answered, “why ?” 

"De you suppese you could take me back to sec her after the play 7" he asked. I 

said I was quite sure that I could, and then and there I se@ibbled a little note to 

my 014 friend and told her thet we were in front an would like to come back and see 

her after the final curtain, if we might, 1 sent it around te the theatre, and on 6 
our arrival there, found a mossage saying that she would be delighted te see us, My 
bey was in the Seventh Heaven, and when 3thel saw us in the front row and Smiled at 
him, his happimess was complete, In a comedy such as the ome she played thet night » 
it was easy for a clever actress to play So anyone in the front row, and that is exac 
what Sthel dia, It was a chaming gesture, ani you may be very sure that Henry's 
father appreciated it fully as mch as he a4a€, We wert back afterwanis - to the old 
"Star Dressing Reom”’ in the Hollis street Theatre, which so many great actors haye 
occupied, and the Star whe was there that nicht wae as chamsine to that bey of mine 

as she had been to his father, many many years before. We had a pleasant chat with 
her and then took our leave, for I knew that she was tired ani wanted to got heme te 
her rest, ami as the Dressing Room door closed behing us, Henry turned to me and said, — 
with boyish entImsiasm:~ "Gee, Father ~ that's some girl)" 1 heaw a faint laugh 
fron inside the room and knew ~ as he 414 not - that his remark had teen Plainly 

audible through the epen transen ateve the door, j 

In 1926, she came to Lincolm again, I haa just wen married te 
Mary Newcomb, whose work on the stage she had followed with interest ana admiration, 
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13 
and we wore beth anxious to have her as our guest at our home at widdlesex Veadeows", 


I remember waiting for her at the Stage Deor of Keithtg Theatre, where she was appe ar~ | 


ing in Sir James Barrie's little one act play, "Tho Twelve Pound Look", Almost next 
aoor, on Mason Street, was the Stage Entrance of ¢he Boston Theatre, which I haé 
haunted many years before, when "Fantam" was playing there; and as the mimtes passed 


my mind went back to the days when I had waited for other girls during the years when, 
as an umMergraduate, I came in te see the many musical comedies that played in that 
historig house, Presently, Ethel cane out, locking as lovely as ever, and together 
we motered out through the silent countrys ide where our home was situated, over the 
Same road that Paul Revere had ridden mary years before, on a less peaceful errand, 
We had a delightful week-emi with her in the country, ami found her 

as chaming and sweet as in the old ae and it is my memory of that visit which 
will ever linger in my mind « for although we have seen something of her from time to 

time, on our visits to New York « we live nowadays in different hemispheres, and our 
j paths cross but seldom, 


Ami what of that debonair figure, John Drew, whom I came to know @e 
Well in after years ? first, as a successful actor, then as the fair Ethel's "Uncle 
Jack", and then as the dear friend he became. What fun we have had together | 
The first time I saw him im tle stags was at Daly's Theatre in New York, when he 
played "Petruccio" to Ada Rehants “Katherine”, long before he heeene & successful star, 
I saw hin too at the Hollis street Theatre, where he used to gone ,with vaule Adams as 
his leading woman, in such delightful comedies as "The Butterflies" and "Christophe r 
Junior” and “Resemary", There were more serious dramas too - "The Rauble Shep,” of 
which I have already spoken, and “The Liars" by Pinero ~ and romantic: Plays like 
“Richard Carvel"; but I think that John's strongest claim to fame as an actor was aly 
his portrayal of the sort of charming courteous gentleman that he was himself, 
His was a happy life, lived amid a host ef frients « beth on and off the stage ~ ani 


no more delightful household existed than his country hom at Sout hampton, Long Islami,’ 
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which was shared by his daughter Louise ani Mas Drew, who though n@t a great ackiess, 

Played with him for many years ~ as did his brother-in-law, Lewis Baker, iy first | 
meeting with oe began « friendship which lasted for over thirty years, ani during 
that time, I think there was harily an "Opening Night” of am of his plays in Boston 
which did net find hin as ity guest for supper after the final curtain. "Rosemary", 

of which I have already Spoken, Was among the earliest ef his ventures into what is 
known as a "costume part", after he became &@ Stare In Hew York it was a tremendous 
Success, but whon it cane to Boston, the hyporcritical theatre-gpers of that city 
were apparently not too well pleased with it - if one may judge from the following 
letterg~ “the Brunswick Hotel, 

| "Jamary 15, 1897. 
"Ny dear Higeinson: 

‘Many thenks for your very kind invitation for the 2ist, 
which I accept with much pleasure, and equally many thanks for your kina 
expressions about * Rosemary, it ic a pretty and charming play, ion't it? 

1 wish that more of my friends in Besten were of your strong opinion regard -' 
ing it, and of your method of showing their liking | Wet that t Murer, 

mind you; but I fancied, before I eane here, that it was such a play as woulé 
take a very strong held upon the mass of theatre~geers ~ ag it 444 in Wew 
York + apart from the cultivated and init iate in things dramatic, Such, r 
regret to say, has not been the Gase; I mean, judging fron the attendance this 


week, However ~ cuot honines tot sentontiae ~ and if they don't abo like 
it, they don’t and that ts all, 
"I am having a ver delightful Stay in this most hespitable of 


towns and enjoying myself mugely. Pray come in and see us eften before 


the 3ist. 
"Ve ry sines rely yours, 


JOHN Dew" 
The invitation to which he rferred in this letter was to a Tea for his 
niece, Ethel Barrymore, which I gave at my College rooms at Harvard Unive re ity, 


15 
Thore were quite a few wople fron Boston there, as well as sone of my classmates at ; 
Cambridge, and I very well remember that my Grandmother, Mrs Louie Agassiz, who was ; 
at that tine President, as well the Founder of Radcliffe College - I think the first . 
wmiversity for the higher eiueation of women which reeoived the bene fit of exact ly 
the same instruction, by the same professors, as that meted eut te the members ef 
Hravawl University + was greatly charmed with John Drew, They sat, with their heals 
tegether, in earnest conversation, most of the afternoon, to the disappointment of 


many of the younger ladies, whe wished to lionice "Uncle Jack." 

Twe other incidents are very vivid in my memory + one of a Sunday after 
noon at Linceln wien Jeokn ani ure Drew came to lunch with us, ani John spent the 
entire afte moon coasting on a toboggan with Pauline yemets four little girls - 


again te the chagrin of a couple of attractive | wiagmatrons who were cager te flirt 


with the famous star, The ether incident was Some years later, when he and I acted 
as ushers at the performance which Henry Miller gave of "The Taming of Helen", at the 
little tow of Marion, Vassachusetts, Richa ml Harding Davis, from whose story 
("the Lion and the Unicern") the play had been made, lived there; and he am his wife 
conceived the idea of having a special Performance for the bene fit of the towns people. 
Henry Miller had been persuaded to bring his entire canpany down to Marion, which was 
only a short journey by rail fren Boston, and we all lett one moxning in a spcial ¢ 
train from the South Station. Jebn was Playing in Boston at the time ani he ami I 
Game down as Davis's guests, What a lark that was | 

The last time I saw John Drew on the stage he was Playing the part of 
"Sir William Gower” in a xevival of Pinerots comedietta "Trelawney of Bho Wells", 
which charmed London ~ and then New York » at the close of the last century, The 
play wes first produeed in New York, at tha Lygoun Theatre, in 1696; wat the 2 rfor- 
mance of which I speak wae at Boston, nearly thirty-years later. John came out to 
"ddd lesex Meadows" to spenl a week-end with us, and I remember remarking to my wife 
that he seemed to have aged a great deal and to have lest moh of his ola resilioney, 
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But he was as bright and cheerful as ever, and I ddd not think, wien I said "Goed-t 
to him after his last Boston performance, that I should never see hin again, <A fow 
months later news came to me that he had died in San Franciseo, after a short illnesse 


died in hamess ~ as he would have wished, He may not have teen a great acter, but 
he was something more = a great sSeitlenan,  % 
During my second year at Harvaxl I lived, with ny reom-mate Philip 

Dalton, in pleasamt rooms in Vadswerth House » I think the only wooden vudléing and 
ens of the oldest ~ in the Cellege Yani. Although our rooms had few modem conven- 
ienees they had an old-fashiened cham ef their own, ani the large open fire~place 
in our Study added cheerfuimess to a reer which was ones sceupied by Germeral George 
Vashingten when he had his Headquarters in Cambridge, at the time he teck commani of 
the Continental Amy. During my Sephomere year, Sloanera Duse, the great Italian. 
actress, came to Boston: and singe my Pather had charge of her tuciness affairs, we 
saw Something of her during her Staye One day, my Mother saié that she (Duse) had 
Gupressec a desire to visit “an Ameriean studermt's rooms", and suggested that she 
might bring her to our quarters at Vadeworth House, Phil Dalton andy were hagily 
“students” in the true sence of the word, but we Were undergraduates, and of course 
were thrilled at the ides an4 made great preparations for her reception, she game; 
had Tea with us; and Cxpressed herself as delighted ~ in very broken English - ant 
sont us Gach a signed photograph, very much as Royalty might have dene, wine stall 
on my wall to-day.. 

Duse wis a queer charter, and Like many great artists, very a 
amental. I remember once that she told my Mother that she wished te met certain — 
rather important people in Boston, ami asked her iy she could arrange it, Mother, 
of course, said “yow"s asked Duse to set the date; and invited then to luncheon, 

The luncheon was set for half~past one, but the mimes passed and there was no oten 
Of the actress, Finally at ‘uarter past two, a rather frightened mala told my 
that "the Italian lady was in the Librayy"; had boon there for half an hour, meme 


up and down the floor; and that sho had asked to see “Sxeellenza" ~ meaning, - 
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posed, pooning, Shosgiypese, my vother, wotler, of course, went to her, ami Duse }! 
whe seemei to be in a state of great exciteyent, istead ef excusing herself for weing 
late, said that she did not wish to see the people who had been asked to meet her; 
that she wished my Father summoned from the office at once, as she wanted him to make 
arrangemmats for her to leave for Italy the next merning, My Mother was a singularly 
caln resource ful woman, and instead of arguing with her, she pretemled to accuiesce 
to Pe request; left the room and ‘told her guests to sit dewn to luncheon, and that 
in. , bring Duse in a few mrents, She then went back to Duse ani told her ~ s.45° ms 
memaciously I am afraid ~ that she had been in commmication with my Father and that 
arrange ments were ‘wotne made to carry out her wishes, she then suggested that lunch 
might be a good jaea, and Duse, relieved ef her worries, cane in to luncheon; was as 
chaming as possible; delighted them all; amd left after a wry pleasant visit ~ 
having quite forgotten the Italian Journey, which was never ment ioned again,  Cneer 
people ~ these inhabitants of the dramatic world} 

Looking back on these early days when I first began to take serious 

interest in the theatre, it seems te me that Englami sent us - or pezhaps I should 

say “lent us” - its best histrionic talent. Henry Irving; Charles Wyndham; John 

Hare ; Forbes Robertson;~ they are all names to conjure with in theatrical history - | 
and I can remember secing all ef then on the stage of the Boston theatres ~ ner mst | 
I forget the Kkenfalls, nor Dame Ellen Terry, nor that Suit toma enna of a later 
period, lirs Patrick Campbell, whose “Paula Tanque rey" wilt duane be te me one of the 
greatest characterizations of Pinere's unfortunate — that I have ever seen, 
Mest of them I saw and met in my College days, ami I have often wondered in recent y 
year at their courtesy to the young undergraduate who, after all, had little te 
offer them for their kindness after their day's wirk was over, I aid not know the 


theatrical profession in those days as I know it now, and never realised that the 


belongs to the public over the footlights, but that, once his performange is over, 
he becomes a private individual, often with a hom ani a family of his own, This 


particularly true of one of America's most distinguished actor, Richamt Mansfield, 
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18 
whe ence wrote to me, whenT urged him to come to supper "any night he liked":- 
"Dear Mr Higginson; 


“I've been so overworked that I've mot had tine to reply 
to your very kind mote, I am sorry to say that I rarely go ent to sthppe r; 
I am generally too tired,- if I indulge at all it is in the very boson of 
Some friendly family, Public places I ever avoid. early every animal of 
myyspecies rests or ruminates after hal? past four, beth the singing specimen 
and the talking specimen, In tle aftermoon, we go through prelininary capers, 
and in the morning we leam the words we speak at night, or attend to the 
business side of the thing, If the weather be fair to-morrow, I shall ve 
happy to see you at two otcleck, | 
"Paithfully, | 
RICHAM MANSPIEID" | 
He was an edd chareater, high~strung and irritable, and often mnisuhé e rstood | 
by Pople who did not kmew hin; but a chaming host and del ehtful companion none the — 
less ~ outside of viking hours, I met him during the time I was in College and 
the manner of our acquaintance is pe shape worth mentioning, I had seen him in all 


his chareters ~ as the debonair "Prince Kark"yin Octave Peulllet's "Parisian oma nes" § ) 
in George Bernard Shaw's "Ams and the Man"; in the sinister"Dector Jeckyll and ir. 


Hyde"; and in many others, He was a hard man to get to lmew; for ence his work was _ 


over, he retired entirely from public life and wishea to see no one @xce pt his old 
frienis., In spite of the fact that I knew of this idiesynerasy on his part, I had 


the audacity to invite him to supper with me - with tie result abeve mentioned, 
As he suggested in that note, I boteok myself, in due course, to the Hotel venione 
in Boston, where he was stopping, and presented ny ecard at the desk, only te be told 
that Mr Mansfield was out. Chagrined, I went back to ny Father's house to dim,, 
How "RM." lnew where I was I do not know, but late that aftemoon a note came over 


fron the Verniome, apologizing for his absence and explaining that he had peen eet. 
to attend to some legal matters of which he had known nothing when he had written 
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asking me to come that afternoon, 


Well, that was that,- and mowing that it was his last week in Boston, 
I despaired of meeting him that year, One last performance he had that week, I 
had had uy seat booked for sme tine, as they were in great demami, I was dining 
at my Father’s house in Town that night, and when I cane in fron Cambridge the maid 
handed mé a note, which she said had dust come, I knew "Ri, ts” handwriting well 
by that time and I saw at a glance that it was fron him ani thet i+ was markeé 
“Immediate”. I tere it open and this is what I read ;- 
“My Gear My Higginson: If you have nothing better to do, come to the 
theatre this evening ~ whexe I have wserved s box for a, am if you card 


fer it, join us here at the Vendome aftenaris for suppers" 


i was thrilled ~ se thrilled thet ft never thought of sharing my bex with 

anyones, or even sugeesting to my fomtly that any of thém should acc@nparmy me, [I 

went alone to the Box Office of the theatre; asked for my tickets; ana was ushe red 

to the bex, where I sat in selitary Slory ani watched the perfomance, After the 
Play I went to the Vendeme, as instructed, ani this time I was not disappointed, 

There was "RM." with 


ues Mamsfiela waiting to weleone me, and so charsing ani hos- i 
pitable were they that, in a moment » all my shyness at meting the qrtut sever, vote 
vanished, and I was merely chammed by the man, | 

That was the first of many nights on which t supped with "R.u,", for he 
acquired a habit of asking me to supper with him after hic first night performances 
in Boston; and when I became engaged ant brought my fiancee te the theatre, he yeh 
included her in the invitations. We cane to know him very well, end om sumer, 


after we were married, spent a week with him and ire Mansfield at their house at 
Southampton, Long Island. Booth Tarkington wae stopping with them at the tine, 
working with "RM." on the dramatization of "Mens ieur Beausaire",~ that chaming 


story which was the first of Tarkington's many Successes; and I recall many pleasant’ 
evenings that were spent in talking over plans for its production during the omming 


winter, The play was a great success, and when Mansfield came to Boston later Ge 
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20 
the year, we saw a gees deal of hin, supping with hin frecuently efter his perfor- 
mances am acting as hic hests over many week-onds, 

I have always folt that Richam Mansfield was one of the really great 
acters that America has produced; though one mist always remember that his father 
was an Englishnan; his mother the great Ruseian Prima Demia, Madare Tude rsdorte? and 
that he himself was born in Heligelana, He was a very versatile actor ant his rep 
ertoim contained plays in which the characters portrayed by him ran the conuplete 


gamut of the emotions, He was proud of this fact ani was accustemed, on the last 
night of his stay in many of the lange cities whem he had been Playing an engagement 
te present a progranme nade up of various acts in the different plays in his reper 
toixe; which, though it displayed his versatility wonderfully, always seemed to me | 
a inartistic thing to de, He had a mest beautiful house in New York and when he 
was playing in that clty and Livi 


& at hone, I often went up there to dimer on 

Sunday nights, One was apt to meet very interesting peeple at these Sunday evening 
gatherings; fer every distincwished artist » actor, msician, or literary genius , 
usually found his way to the house on Riverside Drive sooner or later, One never » | 


Imew who would be there, or next te whem one might sit at dimer, or what kina of 


odd entertaiment would ve provided afterwards, Mansfield may have been a difficult 
man to work with in the theatre, but as a host ami a friend he was ideal, 

I have been to14 by people who played with him that es was vory arbit- 
rary at times, and I gan well believe that to anyone who tried to shirk ho mst rs 
been a haw tasknaster; for his ow cipacity for work was enormous and he expected . 
everyone to work as hani as he did, Those men ~ and women - who had the wisdom to | 
est the best out of their association with him were greatly benefitted by hic teach. 
ing, and not a few of them rose to staniom later on, Of the men in his company, 


Henry Jewett, who was with him for many years, later founded a theatre and a scheel 


of acting of his own in Boston, which brought him fame ami riches; ana Vvilliam Cour 
enay ~ for many years a leading man ~ finally became a successful star, Three of 


his leading wenen were well Imown on the Amertean stage ~ Grace Blliston; Beatrice 
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Canm@ ren; and Margaret Anglin. Of Miss Amglin I shall speak later, but it is of 
Beatrice Came yon - whem I knew as irs Mansfield ~- that I have porhays the happiest 
memories, She played with her husband fer several years and was a gracious feil 

to the satirical brilliant parts that he. Played, When she retired from the sta® 
she was an equally chammine hestess ~ beth in New Yerk ani in their deRight ful 
Summer home at Southampton. I gannet remember Jus% when Richanl Mansfield died <« 
I should think it was about LN five years agp ~ mt I lest contact with hin a 
year or two before that time; fer he was a very sick man at the om, one day in 
London, in 1980, I cane hone to my wife's little house in Town to find her seated 
at luncheon with a guest, who, though she leeked strangely fantiiax, I coulé not 
place for the moment, I was a bit Late gand was aplogizing to my wife, thinking 
that she would introduce me, when the guest looked atigand cad with a emile:- 
"You don't remember me, do you, Alex ?" + an’ then I imew thet it was the wife of 
my old friend; ané in an instant all the happy deys we had passed tegether twenty 
years before came back to mo, . We had a pleegent hour together thet day, ami then | 
shes and my wife went off to see sir Marbin Hamey in a play ef Bemani Shaw's < “the 


7 


Devil's Disciple" ~ in which she and "2yu.” had played together more than twenty- 
years before, I have myer seen her singe that day, but I think she still lives i i 
that levely house on the Comecticut shore, where "RM," ended his days. 

One of Mansfield's greatest triumphs on tho stage was undoubted ly 
portrayal ef Rostand's ronantic: character "Oyrano de Bergerac", and though I aid 


know him intimately at that time, I of course saw the play ami ktew a few of the ie 


people in the east. William Courtenay was with him then, ani his leading wonan as 
Margaret Anglin, 1 remember my first meeting with her. one night, I haa gone aad 
supper with Mansfield, whe happened +o be playing in Besten, and he said te me: 
"I've got a guest coming to-night; I think you'll ve intoxested in meting her, she 
is the leading woman in the Smpire Steck Company, which is playing at the Hellis 

Strect Theatre new.” Oddly enough, I had ween that wry night to cee the corning 


of "Mrs. Dane's Defence", in which Wiss Anglin had the leading part, ami I had 
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much struck with her exquisite handling of the principle part in Henry Arthur Jones's 
play ~ which even to-day holds ite place in the drama of that period, Presently Miss’ 
Anglin turned up, ani when I saw hor, I recognized her at once as the woman who had 
Played the part of "Roxane" in "Cyrano", and of whom a well known New York critic ont 


" An unknown young woman of the name of Margaret Anglin will wake up this morning 
and find herself famous. Ske acted "Roxane", the precieuse heroine, amd acted it wi 

such authority , refinoment, tendemess aml grace, that you wondered where she had 
acmuired all these sifts, she possesses no great personal beauty perhaps, but in 
all other ways is lavishly endowed wy Nature, predestined imieca to play an important 
part in the history of the Ame riean stage," 

We hed an amusing evening, and iiss Anglin and "RM." were cont inually 
twitting each other about their past differences, during the year in which they play 
together, I faney Miss Anglints ongageremt with "RM." was anything but peace ful. 
Suddenly he turned to me and said:- “pe you know what this girl said to me when I 
first talked with her about playing *Rexam*’? I sheok my head, “Tt aksed her if 
she thought she was beautiful enough to play tho part. If Suppese it was rather a 


brutal question; tt sh stood up to me « that’s the reason we've always been sush 


goed frienis, She said:~ "Yes, ur Mansfield, if you're clevr Cnough to play 
*Gyrano,." I liked ter for that -1 always shall." 
‘argart Anglin was an attractive girl and we saw cuite a bit of her, 


and she cane out for several week~ends at Lincoln, Later, when she was playing in 4 


New York, and my wife and I were over there on a visit, we had many a Supper with 


= 


her at her little house on West Bna Ayemue, She was a great actress ~ one of the be} 


we had in Ameriea during the first decade of the prosent century - particularly in 
romantic parts, and I always felt that the Amertean stage lost ome of its brightest 


Stars when she went to Australia a couple of years later, hen she came back again 
ehe appeared successfully in many Shakespearean productions; tt I have always felt 
that her best characterization was that of the unfortunate "Felicia Hindmarch", who 

a9 "Ure Dane", had the prinsiple part in ‘irs Dame's Defense", - 
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What « brilliant gathering of artists charles Frohman had in the Smpire 


Theatre Stock Company that year | Charles Richnan; William Courtenay and Lawrance 


D*Orsay ~ all of thom Stars in after years = with such women as Mrs Whiffen; Mazgaret 


Dale; Ethel Hornick ani iiss Anglin herself - Playing the women's parts, The seasen 


2 
which followed the Production of "Mrs Dane's Defence” was a happy one, for I.V.Eemond's 


Chaming light cancdy, "The Wilde megs", was a great sucess; and at the end of the 


season, “irs Dane's Defence" wag revived in and sent on the read with an "All Star 
, rey, Bi Se ety ax e 
cast - in which guy Standing played the part of "Sir Daniel Carteret", with Oswald 


Yerke playing Willian Courtemay’s part ef "Lienel", 1 believe that Lena Ashwell 


Played played ‘tires Dare tn Lenden, and when she ears to Amerie¢a on a starring venture ‘ 
it was interesting to see her conception of the main part, aS conpared with wiss 

Anglin’s. iss Ashvell's vehicle ~I fail to remember its name but the subject of tl 
play deals with emracters which depict life in South Afriaa ~ was a failure, ani the 

talented British star was under the mangsomeng of Charles Preébnan, arranged to play 
in "Mrs Dane's Defence” with Margaret Anglin for two weeks, the two wenen alte mating , 
if the parts of "Mrs Dane" and “Lady Sastmey", which, as old theatre-sgoers will remn-~ 
ber, are of almost ecual importanea, With Guy Standing as "Sir Daniel” 4% was most 


interesting, and a great success, Perhaps because I am an old friend of wiss Anglin'ts 


I liked her “irs Dam" the better of the two, 
ManY stars have graduated from the Empire Theatre StOck Company - 
Henry Miller ami William Faversham made their initial appearances there in"The Mascus . 
aders” ~- one of the first of Henry Arthur Jones's plays to be Succ@ssful in America, | 
Sir George Alexande r Played it in England, as 014 London theatre~goers will wmenber, — 
and looking up the programme of the first production, on the 28th of April, 1894, I 
find such names as Herbert Waring; H,V.Zemond ; Ben Webster: irs Patrick Campbell, and 
Irene Vanbrugh in the supporting east, All Lendon fecesses found their way across 
the water in those days, for Charles Frohman bought the rights of every one of them 


for his galaxy of stars in America, Dear old John Drew was apt to play Wyndham's 


Parts, and Sotheam those which were taken ty George Alexander, That was before 


te 


a & 
Pa 


a 
> . 


= —_ eaten — ll — lente — 
en = _ ee 
- A Ct 
—————E—— —_ _ 
_— 
- — = _ _—_— - = — ee. os — i. = 
_— ~ _ ~— 
om ce — <—- — =: a 


“ | _ te Mer : % 2 - i 
Pay ny i Pt ale : ‘i% bs ee a 
yn0n-te tasivhen, ame wore cei vom 6509 


to vine v6 staan, v9 > ee 


Vee 


2 tei oe alee 


| ie 
1 Slits Ae ta ta asp eens oth th. var pe 7 
e the pension, We Cer wight on xhish fe ito Fred Game in tie La ot 
j Valder? Hohl: Soe Wek wow Gostinet to be the trating point, 
1 happend He Rei Dee Tere ot thet ties 


t oats soe 
~ fee I wee wet part igus viy 
By EAS Ms Het Woes He the theatne wlene ant wap ast ateat to's 
vies 5 nd Pees eee, 


3 with @ fvotea when be itredueed as wr iieesote, TN 
@ eect Leh of Se Pinwpene ant yecegnisen in hin eu of Nov torkte bane 1 
OS WAS GnmnlioY saters, Witte I hat stten seen say “Fring bewronee’, ti 
elie Retew, tn “Stee and Julint, vor with Bis wife the talented Isabel 2 Bo 
. ESS Jaortaktng Pret comes around te the Leche Sr ous ae -_ 
om,” said Pane, ‘Won't yor come with us 7 T stinda 90 ender having 7s , 
Baie ike } seen os Sertnetn oth Sane ant hah 

it steinh anise ecearian sa 
yoam, Mininion & = amie sallpecl 
: oe Sant BOHN ree foes Ila on tio stag in private Mim, ont Tome das 


hent inter, 2 + 
for mare thas 


sith nies oe sets oe en, at 
fn nt reat, ey Tae, om up ea gxeetO® meee Gerte, § 
— amin ss oe Sk AMS bw you knew BIL weap 
4 ‘A Reema ena fr ath fom Lethe a aa tn 


— —— a = 


a4 
great influx of British leading men to América, ani before the days when every succes 
fal actor felt it necessary to rise to starion, 

I think, as I look back on my acquaintance with the various méenbe rs of 
the Profession, that the night on which I ran into Pred Comee in tie lobby of the 
Waldorf Hotel in New York was destined to be the turning point, I dém’t knew how 
I happened to be in New York at that time ~ for I was not particularly enamoured of 
city life + wt I had been 40 the theatre alone and was just about te omer supper 
when I met Fred Comee, with a freind whom he introduced as ‘tir Thompson", I took 
& geod look at "ir Thompson" and recognized in him one of New York’s best knewn and 
best beloved charcater actors, whon I had often seen Play “Friar Lawrence", with 
Julia Marlowe, in "Roxee and Juliet" »or with his wife the talented Isabel Irving, 

" I%m just taking Freq Comee around te The Lambs fer Supper, Mr Higein- 
son,” said Thompson, ‘Won't you come withus? f should se enjoy having you," 

Nothing loth, I accepted the invitation with Pleasure, ami half an © 
hour later, I made my first entrance inte the Club oer which I have new been a member 
for more than yearse I had never been in an actors’ club befere; never seen 


SO many people whese faces I knew en the stags, in private life, and I was fascinated, | 
There was the gonial pe Wolf Hopper, whose laugh could be heam aeress the room; the 
Sinister Wilton Lackaye, whose performance as "Svengalit in "Trilby" will never be 
forgotten; and Henry Dixey of "Iolanthe"fame; ana Faversham and Miller and Rill 
Courtleigh and Beb Edeson and @ dozen others, The Clud was in West 56th street in 
these days and one entered almost directly into 2 small downstairs Grillroen withaa 
bar at the far end, which was crowded with actors who were cating their supper, 

or having a drink before they went hone, 1+ Seemed to me that most of the men in 
the cast of the play I had been to that evening were there, and presently my old 
friend and classmate, Harry Woodruff, came UP ANd wrested me:- “Helle, Hig,” he said . 
“Fancy seeing you hore , 1 didn't imew you knew Bill Thenpoo. I explained the 
situation and introduced Comee, for although the latter had often seen Voodruff at 
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Harvam Glee Club concerts ,the tvo mm ha nover met, 
I should perhaps explain here that Henry Mygatt Voodrmff was bom 

in Hatfom ,Comecticut ,in 1869,only four years after the close of the Civil War, 

and was therefore considerably older than most of his Classmates at Harvard. He had} 
boen on the stage professionally for some Yoars sprepared himself for College sand 

in spite ef the Gisadvantage of his lack of sO0cial connections with any preparatory} 
School,he hal becone popular with many of these who had at first kopt rather aloof.'! 
Ve were a set of young snobs in our youth, The boys whe came fron the smart Boston 
Schools ~ Hopkinsom's and Hale's ~ the beys who came from Cutler's at that tine the 
Smart school in New York, aml the boys who came fron the big "Peep" schools like 
Groton aml Stg@lark’s and St.Paul’s ~ thought they were a bit better than the others\: 
AS a matter of fact,our class President did come from “Hoppyts", Of course ,all this’ 
Snobbisimess disappeared afser our Preshnan ycar,and Harry Voodruff's natural cham 
axi talents soon made him very populare He became Q momber Of several of the post 
Clubs ~ among them the D..5.,the Hasty Pudding,and the Phi Delta Psi,and in his 
Senior year he was President of the University Glee Club,of which he had been a 
prominent member for four years. It so happened that I was on the ‘Varsity Banjo 
Club,and since I also belonged to that immer cirele of the musical clubs which 
consisted of a double quartette of the Glee ana Banjo Clubs,which toured the count xy} 
at times,we naturally cane to know each other very well;and on leaving College ,had 
seen Gach other fron time to timo, ) 

Harzy mew of my foniness for tho Stage ,and hed I been a resident of} 

New York,he would,I am sure,hove taken mo to the Lambs Club;but in those days the 


of 7 
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Club in New York,and he at onee set to work to make up for lost time, In the nex 


life of a young leading mam was a nomadic one,and somehow I had not sean 
hin after leaving Colleg@®,except when he visited Bostone But here I was 


I think I must have mot fifty percont of the mon whe were playing in New York at 
that time; eaten an cnownous supper; and drunk with God mows how many new Bahai 
ANCOD » "Ghe Lambe" is one of the most interesting clubs I have ever known, 
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The montership, though net Limited to men of the theatrical profession, ts cutte 
Maturally made up principally of actors, dramatic authers, with a seattering of pro~ 
ducers and mangerss, and laymen, who, like myself, were intexested in the theatre, 
and whe were classe) as ‘Non~professional Members”, In these days the Club was 
mich smaller then it is today, and the Little house on 56th Street, to which I was t} 
taken that night, was one of the sosiest in New York, I¢ was said that a stranger 
coming in there as a guest ~ or pemiaps to m@ct seme frien# ~ was never allowed to | 
Sit alone; and I imew from persenal @xperience that in the Carly days of my member- | 
ship - for I joinad the Club forthwith - 1 never sat alone at supper, Someone - 
maybe a friend, maybe an unknowr 


member =~ would come to my table ana Say :~ " May I 

sit down? Can't wo have Suppor tegether,-or won't you have supper with me ,* 

And it gave ene a very Pleasant feeling, On ¢he night of which I spak I askea Harry 
to propose my name for membership, ani with old Bill Thompsen as segonéer, I was 
Glected te the Clab at the next meeting, I have been a member ever since ~ and that 
Was more than 


years age | 

“the Lambs" became my headquarters whemever I visited lew York alone, 

I often dined there or had supper im the Grillreem after the theatre. any of my 
greatest friendships began in that Grillreon, and I ean well remenber sitting one 

evening at supper ani talking about foxhunting with Oswald Yorks, when we were joined — 

ty & young man whese face I aia not know, 

" Anyone having supper with you 7" he asked, “Gan I sit here ?" and he 

sat down, Presently the talk drifted back to hunting; ani before the evening was 


over, I gathered that, though not a hunting man himself, he was very fond of horses, Y 
When he had left, I asked Yorke his nam, ami he told me that our conpanion was a 


B 


young English actor named Robert Loraine, whe had beon brought over especially for 


the production of a dramatization of ary Jolmson's novel "To Have and TO Hela", 
which had been a complete failure, 


" Loraine has had on interesting aarer," he said, "te played wn, 
George Alexander in the London production of "Tha Prisoner of venda"s; married » 
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Opp, with whom I an playing now; and lett her at tho end of twenty-four hours ¢ 


enlist as a *femmy* in the Roer War. I believe he was twige mentioned in dis patc hes 


end I knew he has sever] bars to his Service N@dale, O14 Bames, who was a War 


correspondent there, told me that his officers couldn't say anything buat @004 of hin,” 


Loraine was an attractive chap, and being out of work at the ¢ ine 7 


met him, we saw more er less of each other, Presently he cot a chanee and played a 


gall part in Dion Bougicault*’s production ef "Ola Heidelberg", and since this want 


on the road, wo drifted apart, But the next summer he came to stay with me for a 


Couple of weeks and we get te know Sach other quite well; 


commen, He was an excellent horsenan 


for we had many tastes in , 
and we used to ride together and had many tals 


in the long summer evenings, One day, he went up to Boston to do sane shopping, -" i 


at dimer thet night, he said tO me :~ 
" Alex, have you ever seen any of Shaw's plays 7 
" Yes",I replied, “Iisaw Mansfiela in ‘Ams and the Nan’ and the p 
Devil's Disciple’; ani I saw Armela Daly in Hew York not so long ag in a little 
one act play called "The Man of Destiny’. Why do you ask ?* 


" Well," he said, “when I was in Tewm to-day I picked up a copy of 


his latest play. I startea to read it cemins dew: on the train this afternoon, but 


Gidn't finish it; and I would like to read the whole thing to you to-night, ami see 


what you think of it. Do you mind ?* 


Of course I said I woula enjoy it very much, ani accordingly he 
read me “Man and Supemen", As every student of Shaw knows, "Man and Suge tman" 
consists of four acts, ani if presented in its entirety, would play far too long to 


Suit the taste of the avorage audiengs, This was my first criticism when Levaize 


asked me what I thought of its possibilities as & cOnnercial proposition, 


" You are right, Alex,” he gaia, "Of course no audience woula 
sit through four acts, tut I would out out the third entirely: for after all, it has 
no ral bearing on the rest of the play, which 4s culte complete without it, I 


think it’s o great play," 


28 

I rathor demyrred, for although I now know that I was uite wrong, it 
Seemed to me that, while the Play read well enough, it might preve tedious te many 
people because of its lack of ection, Lorain thought otherwise; insisted that it 
would prove a great success 4% properly produeed; ond ended by stating that he was 
&0ing to Sugland at once , te secure the rights of production fran the author, In 
these days Rebbie had no money ami ne great reputation as an actor: ner were Shaw's 
Plays well known intamerton. The whole project seemed to we fantastic and I tried 
my best to dissuade him, I+ was no use; he had made up his mind; and the next day 
he aaid "Good-bye" to mo; packed his bags and departed on his "quest ef the golden 
fleece", He never was much of a letter writer, and I heart nothing of hin fer 
Sone time; wmtil ens day,I saw a notiee in a Hew York paper, that he was Playing thers! | 
with Grace Geerge, as her i@ading men, A few months later 1 happened to be in 
Mentreal, where Migs George was playing at the Gime, and Loraime ani I had supper to- 
gether, I cuestioned him abeut his trip te Snglaw and he told me that he haa seen 
Shaw; had a talk with him; ami had acquired the Ame rigan rights of "Man ani Supeman.™ 

" Bat nobody wants it," he went On, * I've showed it to seve ml 
managers and they are inclined to agree with yous, They think it is toe fentastie; 
mot enough actions We ene will tale a chanes; se Ive put tt away for a vit, so te 
Speak, but you mark my words - they will cone te it yet. Im goine to produce that 
play in New York some day 4" 

And he did, In 1904, amola Daly was suesessful in several of Shawts 
comedies ~ "Candida", "You Never Gan Tell” ani “The tran of Destiny" + ami people 
to talk about the hitherto little known author, Somevody remembered that Loraine 

had the American rights of ‘Yan ant Supe man", and seve rl managers offered to m 


them fron him; but he stuck to his gana; it was his gamblo ; am the upshot of it was 


that, Carly in October of 1995, the play was produced at the tudgon Theatre, under the 
management of Charles Dilligham, with Robert Loraine playing the principal part of 

"John Tanner"; Alfred Hickman as "Octavius"; Lewis Casson as "Ramsden"; Rdwani Abels 
as the chauffour; Ida 0en uest as “Ame”; and Clara Bloodgood as "Violet", These 
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were the principal characters; tut every part in the east was well talon and the play 


Was a tremendous success from the first, 


i 


One Sunday evening sae three monthe leter 
Loraine ani I sat before a dying fire in his ldttle apartment in Tew York, where I 


had beon his guset for dimer, We were talking over the success of his play, then 


Just starting on its fourth menth at the theatre where it was Playing to packed 
houses every night, Loraine looked over at m;- 


“This is my birthday, Alex," he said, "Itty thirty years eld te-day." 


I murmured congratulations, °* Itve always premised myself’ ~ as I promised my Pather 


on his deathbed, that I would 'make goo8? befere I was thirty, Have I kept ny 
word 3” 
"Yes," I answered, "I think you have," 
The play ran in America for two years and then Loraine retumed to mie 


mative land, where my wife end I saw him in another play of Shaw's - "Getting Marr 


~in 1912, He visited Amertaa Soo, once or twiee, and produced a suscess ful revival 


of "Man and Supeman", in Beston, in 1913; bat the vorldé War inte rrupted our relat ior 
and it was not until several years later that I cane im from hunting one day to fin 
a Marconigram on my desk telling me that Loraine was on his way to America; would 
land in Hew Yerk in a few deyS; and wanted to see me, I wired back asking him to 
meet me at thbeBe lnont Hotel when he landed, and i rem@abe r waiting for him that — 
evening inthe lobby. I had not seen hin for six years, for we had missed Gach othe; 
on my previous visits to England, Presently he cane, linping painfully, with the 
aid of a stick. Bu he had the same cheerful smile, ami his voice was as strong as 
over - the sane 014 Robbie, if ho was a bit battle-soarred, we dined together thet 
night and went to a theatre, and then went back to his reoms at The Letus Club, and 
he told me of his experiences in the War, which had just ended, and of his terrible 
fight on the day he had been wounded, and of his subsequent wonderful recovery, He 
was very modest, and it was not easy to make him talk; but 6radually I got it all, ond 
it was dawn before I said "Geod-night” and went back to my hotel, 


I saw him whem ho came to New York four or five years later, and 
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in England, when I first wont there to live, wien I ret his charming wife, whe after 


Wamis told the story of his life so Sloquently, In her beok ~ "Robe m Loraim - 


| ABtor , Soldier, Admman “~ ohe has written of his Struggles and of many incidents that 


happened uring the (years when I lost track of his activities; but to me he will 


always be that eager hope ful bey, whe promisea himself to sueceed before he was thirty) 
"and did SO, 


i think I haw mntioned, among various Plays which John Drew pre- 


sented, the costume plese, "Richaw Carvel", which had been aGapsed from Winston 


Churchill's novel of that mam@. Fer we had a Wineten Churchill in America ~ a 


distant cousin ef the ereat Snglish statesman - who wrote some of the mest successful 4 


historical novels which were broucht ont at that time, * Richant camel" could not 


truthfully te called a successes » but "The Crisis", a dramatication of the Civil var 


novel by the same author, preved a Wry useful vehicle fer James K.Hackett, who had | 
Graduated from his position as tin leading man of Daniel Frohmant s Lyeeun Stock dem- | 
Panye The part ef "Rmédeir Rassgniyl1" in the original production of "The Prisoner 

| @f vanla” had wen played ty Sotiom; tnt « few years later, Daniel rrotnan revived 
the play with the mesbere ef the Lyceun Steck Company in the cast: ana of course the ~ 

principal parts fell to Hackett and his wife, Mary Mamnering, whose "Flavia" was, I. j 

think, the vest impersonation of Amtheny Hope's romantic heroine, Hackett and utes 


Hamnering were teo valuable as individual stare te remain together, and after the 


production of “Rurert of Hentsoan", in which rt always wished that sethem ~- and net Une 


Hackett ~- had played “Rasendyli", they had separated theatrically,~ Maxy Manne ring 
heading the cast of Pinere's "“Txelawmey of The Wells" 


and Hackett appearing in "the 
Grisis.” Ina copy of the former play which I pssess, I have the autographs of the 
original cast of "Tre lawmgy ~ among them irs Whiffen ana her husband, Grant Stewart; | 
Wilt Las CeuMlei¢n; Hilde Spong; Slisateth Tyree; Sdwam Vorgan; ant Karry Veodruff, — | 
It was through the latter that I met wios. Mamering, whose "nese Trelawny” nuet 
always rank ae one of her most delightful oha vacte rizat ions , 


She ani I happened te 
be travelling on the sane train one day from New York to Providenge, wiere sho was 
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Playing; ané she was kine Crouch to ask me to lunch at her house in New York on the 
Myetition cene ral of "The Rishe p's 


Villiam Thompson wes making his first armearenee ay 4 
I do not rem@mber very mish about the Play, 


6 


following Sunday, and to go with her to a sort of 
Meve", in which my old frien 


Star. bat I have a ver delichtful 


memory of that day, spent forty years ago, with iss Mamering, ané of the dinner 


which follewea in her hospitable hone, sh Sugeested that I leok up her msbani, whp 


Was, at that tims, playing in Boston, in "The Crisis", Ascomlingly 
back stage, 


» I sont oy cant 
and was received in a very formal and net at all coniial mamer, by Mr. 
Heckett, with whem I never had the charoing relations which have 
Miss Mammering, 


| 
always cont imed "" | 
Hackett's leading lady at that + ine was Charlotte Walker, just then 
Starting her theatrics! earesr, 


‘Miss Velker - a Seuthsmer ty birth ond ef English — | 


@xtraction ~ had been on the stage only 2 short time, an had gone through a tragic 


@xyerienes during ths Galvesten flocd a few years previous, in which she haé@ been 
marooned on one ef the islands en that 111-fatea seacoast, and had escaped with her 
twe chiléren, after hardships which uieht well have wrecked her life, 
with ler, bemm sat that tine, covers a leng pe riod ; 
other shertly after nesting, 


My accuaintan: 
for though we lest track of cach 
one frieniship was renewed twenty years later, and te 
I reckon her among my most valued friends, 


av 


The stories in this book deal chiefly with my friendships with stage 
folk, and many of ther have, of gouree, an intimate toueh; but I feel that it is 
hanily fair to speak ef that sido of their lives which d@ als 
ane of Miss Walker's 


with their private affairs 
1 ¢an only say thet from all her troubles there has eme mea a 
very sweet and levely personality, 
her well, 


which has endeared itself to ve ryone who knows 


Miss M 


ring has left the Stage; married happily; and lives in one ; 
Wy A btiye 
of our Vestem stew, "beck age, I was dinine om evening in New York with 


my 80M, and as we were going up to the Root Gamien of the Ritsariton Hotel. two la 
ladies stepped into the litt, 


The elder of the two, whose mature Wauty would have 
caused any man to look at her twice, smiled at me and 


said: "You don't remenbe r 
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Ur Higginson, I am <-«9.«" ‘Viaxy Manne ving," I said, 


"Yes," she ansve red, 

“and this is my daughter,” "apg this," I answered laughing, "ts my son." We hed 
gar dimer together, and while the youme wople chatted happily, we talked of the 08d 
Gays and of the old plays which we both veremberwea though we had been on different 


sides of the footlights ~ ani of a Supper party at which eur host hed been ebbie L 


il@rains, of whem I have alrsady spoken, ; 
Among the men in that first aast of “Trelawmy of The Wells" was £,J, 

Morgan, who, in that Play, took the part of the lovable "Tom Wrench", Morgan afte 
Wards became well known on the Am@ rigan stage as isading man to Viola Allen, in Hall 
Gaine’s imtemationally known Plays, "The Christian" ana “The Ste mal City"; and as 
ce~star with Clara Blesdgeed in a dramatization ef Reeth Tarkington's novel, "the 
Gentleman Fron Indiana", In his Garly days, ha gave promise o¢ becoming one of 

am rica’s greatest acters, ani he was selected by Eleanore Duse’s manager as the nan 
best fitted to play the lead fn mady parts, with that great Italian actress, 
Umluckily for hin ~ as well as for the Amérie¢an stag? ~ Mergen teok no care of hin- 
self physieally, ané thouch very strom man, he died while still comparatively 
young. After “Pom Vrench", I think his pest bart was thet of "Sydney Garton" in 

"The Tale of Two Cities", in which he followed Martin Harvey (mew Sir Rartin Ha rvey) 
whese name is perhaps most closely identified with Dickens's fanons character, 

Among the ethor nen whom I met in The Lanbs Club was Robext Hdesen, 
whose name will always be coupled in my mind with that of the infian "Strongheart", 
in the play of thot mame, Secon was Playing in Chicago, as lesding mon with Mende a 
Adams, in Sir James Barrio's whimsical comedy, “The Latte Uinister", one Spring, as 
I was passing through the Glty, I had stopped off for twenty-four hors in order 
to seo Ned Morgan, and he ami Bill Courtie ich, whom I had known for years, ami Bed | 
Gdesonu and I had supper together agsor the theatre, I yomenber thinkins hin cham- 4 
ing, ami when "The Little winistex' wag played at the Hollis street Theatse in 


Boston, I Leoket tin up ana oo sancthing of hin during hfs Stay in that olty., A 


few years later, he came back in “Strongheart", a drama of 1M4@le Westem College — 


oT 


ual 


DDD A 


, ’ 

4 Ns “ os Ry ce ) 

: ; A _ : ae . Pp ad a ai Fy 
aa # aad “ae ae kif , cosh 


- Sais prig iii oF slid, bee 


a li ‘ a we 
us ise. papiaat nh ra 
Sat ae fips’ 


if 


Se me tt, oo nt to so 
Sth a asm te mn sem eave er 
wh Ping nt tt teony.. 38 panemer ts) wan the whey thet t9 war taken to 2g 


Sn 1 ne Waki sss ste 


Tho eenes war a 
pe Met eee themed Coty the seem tal a Te ed res 


_ Demat mah + sth See Se Ws cottine Se eo 


“a 


Cie A 


eae, 


with ie etd | 


os 


Ee te ee ee en 
a ve van en iter ety As ta vatomantn ca 
) Tag dt ‘atte fer Siew ag “4eete Biity'ts tees .stome - . 
= gy whi thei seit hme es at for tt woe to eek ewe teak 
€ nude ss 2 eee 
| RNAS wee 8 RNY ce Ak Set Ey De is tee wreavectitey Fi 
Sdedimienccentaked tee m3 = 
| Oe ae nace se a macs or te say) 
SO OS Gan come Sten see ate ts | 
an Sse ee sm zne ome wenate tes : 
= 5 ee ieee lh core Sein, 9s. navetantsinn, oF which Shay 
Merny nn, Te MN tliine Domtuet em, tes ute ot "RavEt amen", sine. : 
a seine. ne a: 
* Saamt fe conten Meet Yastng,, wos ton te nowion Wy Vita ton 


tai Yge 


' 


= 
as 
aa 


cr bin nee ow ates enter este | 

etm 
> M0 ee 7 Me the oy wth tort day 9 | 
des, Aden a ee 
acne c Fe. Ry eee + Oi A bal Rs ~ 


at % * : ‘i P ° Pi ‘ a 
~ Sa ee) ve Se 


# 
* 


oe — Ate = a RR 


| 33 

life, in which the problem of the marrlag of an Indian chief to the sister of 6 
white Glasgmate 4s the there on which the play is milt, Tt was - good play ami » 
mist have been a srest success financially, for Bob ha@ an execLicnt company, ana 
his leading lady, Mary Boland, Played the part of she rome collegian's sister with 
Sweat feeling and Gelicaey. So suacessful was the play that it was taken to Snglam\, 


where, if om may believes ata Leviton theatre-goers, 165 suecess was ins tantaneous. 


Somshow, I lsat track of Rdesen Curing the year that followed » until we met in 
Chicage, in Decenter of 1918 - ana the ve by a tale witieh shell be unfolded in 
dus course, 

Dick Bemett was another well inwen Am@rigan netor with whem I came 
in contact at The Lambs, 1 had first seen hin dn the company of thet delist ful 
comedieme, Aunic Russell, ani then with Wilisem Faversham, in H.Viiomomi's comedy, 
"Imprudence"™ + preduced in Englend umier the title of “Little Billy's Leve Affair” « 
a Play which had for mm many far-reaching consequencss ; for it was in that east that f 
I first mot the glamourous "Ledy Algy" ~ as I always used te call ities Wilaa Spong. 
Beumett was a clever comedian and rose rapidly in his chesen prefessien, 1 sonet ines 
wish that he ha@ stuck to comdy, but after his suecess ag leading man to Vande Adans, 
in "What Byexy Yeman Knows", he began to play more anbitdens parts, and later myer 
achieved the gront euscesses which it was theucht he would, *. 

And now, I mst go back a few yeare to one of the earliest plays 
which I remember ~ Henry Arthur Jones's drana, "The Masqueraders", of which I have 
already spoken, In the Ameriean production, the part of ‘Dervis Remen", played by 
Georg? Alexander in Unglami, wad taken by Henry Miller; while that or"sir Brige 
Skene", played in London by Herbe rt Waving, was acted in Amerfer ty William Fave rsham, 

How well I remember the opening scene in the Assombly Rooms ef tho old Im ~- and the 
hunt ing spent in their gay searlet evening cents ; I an afralé that gy sympathies 
om thet night were with the profligate "sir Brice", rather than with the dreamer, " 
"Remon", who wins his love, only to give her up in the Ond, until thet day when they _ 


meet "in that little star in Andromeda where all is real," That nicht saw the pi: 
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of two stars + for Henry willey ané william Pave rehan wore woth to 90 On to fare, 
I have mentioned viller already, tn comection vith my account of his 

Special performances of "The Taming of Helen", produced in the Town Hall at Ve rion, 
Massachusetts. That was a chamine comedy, amd Miller playet many such ~ "Jeserh 
Subangled"; "Daddy Louglegs”; end plays of sinflar character, He had a good part, 
too, in that drema of Yestem life, "The Great Divide", in whitch Mates ret Anclin 
first appeared on her return from Australie. But I suppose thet his nare might be 
best romombered as that ef an acter~managor ami producer, a calling in which his sen, 
Gilve rt Miller, has succeeded ani even surpassed him, Ina way, it was rather an 
ea coincidence that in ‘weal Life; Tiller and Parorshan Should have played parts net 
Unlike these portrayed in th: pomonalities ef "David nnn" ant “sir Brige skew", 
in the drama in which they first appeared, Willer « like “Devld Remen",- was the 
more serious of the two men, and in the end the more suge@ssful; Faversham the more 
brilliant, the moze attrastive, the mee volatile, mt always possessing less stabili : 

then his contemporary; for, in spite ef his many successee , he ended his days in p 
euury, in an detors* Home on Staten Islami, Poor old "Favvy") What a sed enting 
it was, and how well t+ ilustrstes the truism thet onee out of the lime licht, even 
the most successful actor is seen forgetten by the public which has worshipped and 
flattered hin. Buf think "Favvy" hed happy life. I 444 net imew him in hés 
Garly days, when “Sowing the Ting" and “the Conus rers" ani “Bretler Officers" were 4 
among his greatest successes; but when I fiyst not hin, he had fost married that 
charming, gracious woman, Julie Opp, with whem he Ltvea happily vatil her death, in 
1923, During those rn the Pave rohans were often at Lincoln: for “Fayvy" used 
to say thet "Widdleeex veadews"” wae the only house which fe like “home to him, 
outside of his own lovely summer bungalow on Long Island: ant we were always glad te 
have them as our guests, In 1908, he was playing at the Hollie ct¢reet Theotre, in 
a play called "Sheridan", which proved 4 failure: ant sines his stay in Resten was 
booked for several weeks more, he decided to wrive hts ola success, "Lom ané Lady 
Algy". dust ns the part of “lem Algy" to romenberea as being om of the great 
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Suec0sses of the late charles Hawtrey in ingland, so it proved to be perhaps the out- 


Standing one of Pavershants long career in Amortea ~ for he mover played in Unglanl, 
though he was bern in that country.  "Lerl ani Lady Algy" hed veen first presented 
44 America in 1999, at which time, the part of "Lady Algy" had been played wy that 
well known Buglish act ress, Jessie lillwamt; wat on thie Occasion, my old fricnd, 
Hilda Spong, played the part anda played it veny well, 
aud foncy~free, and truth to tell, I was fascinated wy 
thet I po rsudd@ed 


‘% the time I was heart-wholg 
the fair Hilda ~ go fascinated 
“Bavvyy" to allow me to travel with tho company, and ¢ven te play a 


sail part during the ron ef ths piece in Previfenge ~ my only venture on the pro- 


fessional stags, md I am afraid, mt a vex Suocestful ene, The rermnoration which _ 
I received was, I believe, Two Dollars a perfomence, but I was ® privileged member 
of the cast; wore the starts castuare clothes in the fancy~dress ball of tie second 
act, and supped with the star and his leading lady every nicht, We toured the new 
Suglang “one nicht stants” after Providence, ani it was rather good fun "hamstoraing™ | 
with that pleasant company, in which were s¢veml of my friends ~ arene then that 
vete ran actor, Chartes Harbury. Sometimes, we haa supper in the restaurant of eh 
hotel, wut more often, in the rew Sngland "provinces", our late repasts were eaten 
in the "night lunch cars", where we often met very queer characte xs. | 

When my “engagouent’ with the ccupany was over, I went on to Philadel. 
phia, where they eventually closed their tour; ana since “Lady Aley" decided to sail | 
for England, I made up my mimi to follow her a week later, had not been in in 


Since I was a small bey, an knew no one there, ani tiothing ef the ways ef the coun- a 
trye My Father gave me a let of letters to his "quiet old friends" ~ some ef whom 
turned ont to be protty gay - and "avy" one or two introductions +o people in the 
thestrical world, But I was Somewhat pasgled as te what hetel to Stop at in London, 
until I had suppor with that chaiming English acter, Charles Hawbrey, who happened | 
to be playing in Boston the week before I left, He had supper with mé, af a matter } | 
Of fact, and suggested ,when I told ita of my proposed vielt to hie hom lam «that. 
I occupy his lodgings during my stay in London, 


8) 


" I've got very cosy quarters in the Savoy vansions," he told me, 
excellent cook, and good qarters for you and your man, 


"an 
You've been very hes pitable 


be delighted if I could feel that I was 
making you some slight return for the hospitality you have shown me »” 


te me during my stay in Boston, and I should 


I dermrred ~- 
but he insisted, ami said that he would telegraph his agent to meet mo at Plymouth, 


There was nothing for mo to do but aceept ~ which I 44a with mch gratitule, 


I sailed on the "st Pay ", on the 4th of February - if r rem mber rightly | 


and on that ship I found an 01d acquaintance of mine, an English acter named Willian 


Abingdon, Billy asked me where I was going to step in Lendon, and when 1 told hin 


that my destination was Charlie Hawt rey's lodgings in Savoy Mansions, he began to 
laugh, Somewhat mottled, I asked the reason for his hilarity, 


Was a goed deal taken back when he tole me that, 


and &@ confess that I 


though Hawt rey had form@rly occupied 
the aforesaid apartment, he had sublet i+ Guring his visit +o 


America, to another 
member of the profession, 


"You hed better cable to the Carlton for reoms," he said, “otherwise, 
) you may have to pass the night on the Embankment," 


I did not know what “the Embankment" wae in those days, but I followed 
his advice, and it 


he had said, 


was lucky for me that I a4é so; for everything turned out just as 
and I found Hawtrey's apartment occupied by Mr Paul Arthur, There isa 
Secwl to this story, which I Suppose I had better tell -« though I have often tela it 

teen, On my return to America some three months later, I went one Gay to the 


Grillroon of the Touraine Hotel in Beston for my luncheon, Almost the firs+ person — | 
I saw as I engered was Charlie Hawtrey, sitting at a table with his leading lady, 
Mona Harrison, He half rose as I came up, and holding out his hand, saié ;~ 

" Helle, Hig,- back again ? Have a good time in Sngland ?" 

" Yes," I answered smiling, "I had a delightful time in Lenfien and 
those rooms of yours chaming.” Wot tle least perturbed, Hawtrey smiled and sald:~ 

" Yes, my agent said be net you and told me that he haa seen you safely 
settled and thought you were confortable. They are nico rooms, aren't they ? 7 
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view over the Smbanknent is lovely/" and so that incident was closed; for, theugh 
we often met in after years, neither of us ever again referred to the matter, A 
wonderfully chaming man, Hawtrey ~ and a wonderful weaver Of romances! 

But to gat back to my London visit. Mises Spong was stepping with 
her Father and Mother at Hampstead, and singe she was free and on a vacation, we 
Spent much time together ani she showed me some of the sights of London, which 1 lofi 
net s@en since my first visit there, when I was a boys We alse saw a good many 
Plays. Before I left lew York, Faversham had asked me to see the now plays, with 
& view te his own wants for the coming season, The London successes that Spring 
were many; but"#he Duke of Eillicrantkie” ~ which was afberwanis Playeé in Arerica 


, 
' 


by John Drew ~ and “Joseph Entangled", woxe outstanding; and we lest no time in 
seeing them beth, "Joseph Entangled” was playing at the Haynarket Theatre, with 
Gllis Jeffreys ané Cyril ueude in the cast, and I remenber writing to “Favvy" that | 
he had better secure the rights ef that clever comedy if possible, Th lead ing naye | 
‘part, which was brilliantly played by Cyril Mande, would have fitted him like a | 
glove, and Hilda frankly admittea that she would like to be in ¢he Caste As a 7 
of fact, she did play in the American preéuction, in support of Henry willer, the 
following season, I éid not moet lir Mewle at that tine ani I little dreamea that, 
one day, I should sit in that sane theatre and watch my wife open in a new Play. 
¥@ saw s@veral other plays which I have forgotten: but I think that the @venings 
which enjoyed most were the ones I Spent at the house of wiss Bllis Jeffreys, who, 
with her husband ~ Herbert Sleath ~ was living on Seymour Street, Portman Square, 
"Favvy" had given me a letter to Hervert Sleath; and he and his wife were most kind 
and hospitable to the stranger from overseas, whe was somewhat lest in Londen, 1 
had a pleasanb evening, too, at the Savage Club, wher my membership at The Lambs of 


LS OE SE aT aa. ee eal, aia ae le 
: 
_ - — . ‘ — 


New York gave me reciprocal privileges, Mr Spong took me there, to ono of their 
Sunday night dimers, where he contrived te have mé seated next to Bertram « the | | 
King's Juggler - who was a most anusing man to meet; amd whe, if he was in a good 
mood ~ ag he happened to ve that night ~ played all manner of mystifying tricks, 
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I have spoken of Pavershan’s suecess in “Lomi and Lady Aley", He had 
many others; but it so happened that the three tines he Starred in 2.0.Carten's 


brilliant comedy are ifentified with hin in ny minis In 1917, "Favvy" was looking 


about for a play. Hig initial Play that Autwm had been a failure and he needed a 
“sare fire" success, Someone sugested “Lomi and Lady Algy", and his astute manage r 


; 
~ I can't remember who he was « decided that, with an all Star cast, a revival of | 


the play would be a sound investment. It so happened that Maxine Elliett - who hat 
not been scen on tie Stage for several years 


~ was in America on a visit, ami "Yavvy” | 
persuaded her to accept the part ef “Lady Algy." 


j 


The play opened at the Broadhurst | 
Theatre in New York, and I haye wry vivid recollections of that first nicht, { 

Faversham's entrances was greeted with & round of applause, but it was the 
first appearance of his co-star that was the sensation of the evening. I have always 
mainteined that Maxine Zlliett was the most beantiful woman whom I have ever seen - 


amd, I think, the most gracious, hen she made her firs¢ appearance that nicht 


there was a sert of gasp which went up from the gudience that was 
uts she could have had, She leoked her best 


the greatest trib- 
and her beauty was breath-taking, I+ 
Was just the sert ef part that suited her « and she Played it as if te the mamne r 


bern, At the final curtain, both she ana "Favvy" were forced to take all after | 


call, and even when he had acknowledged the applause in a little speech, the eT 
remained in their seats ani refused to leave the theatre witil Maxine said a few word s! 
to thenk them for their welcome home to her, 


Some months later, the play Opened at the Majestic Theatre in Boston, ) 
and at the end of the first week, Mies Blliett ana the Favershams spent the week-enj 
with us at Lincoln, yrs Faversham (Julie Opp) had no part in the Play, tut she was 
with the company, which was a sort of happy family. Charlie che rry, too, was play-~ 
ing in Bosten at that tine ana he joined our little coterie at "Wiadlesex Meadows", 

On the second Sunday of the visit we all went to Camp Devens ~ one of the new eanton- 
| memts which the United States Amy wee Werte for the training of the 


Porees which were soon to go overseas ° hy ~ ll 


It 80 happened that ny 
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39 
brother-in-law, Tom Guilfoil, had asled mo to organize some sert of a theatrical 


entertaiment for the treeps, and had selected the Sunday of which I Speak as the 
most suitable day, There wre a g00d many stars playing in Boston at thet tine « 
Willis C@llier; Denald Brian ; Raymond Hitchoosk; and Irene Berdeni ~ as well as the 
Stars of "Ler and Lady Alay"; and I pereuaded Julie Opp to help me in enlisting 
their services for our ontertaiment, What a "variety" cast that was * Many a 
New York manager would have paid untold sums to have been able to produce them all 
in ome performances, They were very good about coming, particularly the members #f 
Raymond Hitehceck's company < he had marty Glever peeple in the cast of ‘Hitchy Koo"~ 
ang they all came out fren Boston on the ome o'clock train and ret us at Ayer Juncti¢ 
seme fifteen miles up the line fren Lincoln, where we had gone by moter. We all 
Grove to Camp Devons together, where we were met by Major Barlow ~ himself a profes: 
sional acter and a member of The Lambs ~ who acted as Entertaiment Officer for the 
Division, The performance was given in a lnge hal} ~ which was, I beliew, con- 
trolled by the Y.u.0.A.~ and I should think that there mst have been well ever 1500: 
men s@ated when the curtain finally went up, ny Father, who was a Civil War vete ren 
Said a few words of introdugtion and thon the show began, 1 wish there haa peen a 
programe, for I should like to have had Sone atmente of that eceasion, but there 
Was none, and I ean only remember that each one of the stars 4i@ his or her bit, in 
turn, and that they were all greeted with prolonged applause, ve kept our best | 
Gam for the last, and when Irem Rerient - that chaming French diseuso who Was . 
mch a success in New York that season ~ cane on and sang some of her inimitable | | 
Prench songs, she was tremendously applauded, But she teo lent her best for the 
last, She was dressed in 2 little khald ~coloured suit, and stepping up te a dig- | 
nified Gereral Officer whe happened to be standing in the wings, she sald@:- ‘ten 
General, give me your 'at,” ant potting it jauntily on her head, she stepped to the | 
front of the stage am gave a signal to the leade r of the orchestra (Ritehooek had 
sent out his entire orchestra from Boston) and broke inte the well known strains of 


"Over There”, which she sang in French, If there had ween applause vefore, there. p | 
-” | 
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40 aie 
vaniemenium then, Men stood up and chee red 4111 the dount mst have carried al} © ; 
over the Camp, ani it was not until she eave forward again and held up her hent that 
the cheering stopped, 

" Now you sing it for me", she said ~ the cheering broke out again « 
and taking the ve-ten from the orchestra leader, she signalled to the orchestra and 
led that great chorus in the Song which at that tine was teconing famous the world 
over. What an afternoon that was Mu 

After the performance was over, we were given Tea by the Command ing 
Gemral, and then most of the stare Game back to dine with us at Lincoln, We hag 
Wamed our household thet there would probably be guests for dinner, but I donts 
think that even "the faithfull Jehn” « es my 014 friends used te call my butler, who} 

waste Seon sats feb ity FECES. wag prepared forse many, But he rose to 
the eceasion and we had a grand dimer party in the big Hall, and then aftenwanis 


| 


| 
| 
| 


the fun began, Someone - I think 1+ was Pavershem ~ askea Berdoni to sing for us, 
ang with her fianedég Ray Geotz, the producer, to play ber accompaniments, she ke pt 
us all fascinated while she sane song after song « Prerch, Spanish ant English « in 


} 


her om inimitable way, Bordoni did net have a sreat velce but it was a very charm | | 
ing one, and she mafe the most of it; ami songs which, sung wy anyone Gls@ were me 
Commonplace, became “hits” when sung ty her, There were ethers that might who 
added to the joy of the party ~ Naoklyn Arbuckle, whose caricature drawn by hinselg 
is in my Guest Book to~day; Donald Brien, the original "Prince Danile" in the Amer~ 
ican production ef "The Merry Widow" ; Alfrea Newman, whose piano Playing charmed ay 
Father; dear old "Hitchy", in whose company my wife had pleyved at one time, It was | | 
late when that party broke up, and we were atl very tired, tut it was one or those | 
happy evenings which one never for 20 te. | 
Our friendship with Bordoni, begun that nigut, continued for many years AY | 
! 


We always saw her when sie oame to Boston, and often, in New York, she ana her husd 
would dine with us or we would have Supper with them after the theatre, she was 


one of the kindest people I have ever known, and I shall never forget the pleasure 
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she gave my wife during the last month of the latter's last illmess, Jeome was 
tee 111 to go in Tewn to the theatre whore Bordent Was playing, and I went alom to 


her oponing might, and wont back Stage afterwanis to see her and to extend an invi- 


tation te come te us over the week~nl.,  Bordoi asied me why my wife had net cone 


with me, and on my telling hor that she Was not well ensugh to come in Tow, but that 
hs had sent her erestings hy mo, said:- 

“If she camot come to ¢he theatre, I wil} bring my songs to her ~ you 

will see." More she 444 not Say at the tine, but on the next Sunday afte moon, 
she was at launch, she said to the invaliad:. "This afternoon, about Teattine, ir you 
will come dewnstaizs sna lie on the Shaise longue before the fire, I have a surprise: ) ) 
fer you. You cevld not come to my play, so I bring my play te YOU." Ani so, at 
Zour @’cleck, with her aeconpanist who had ceme eut fren Boston in an automobile , 
she sang all her songs for that pathetic sufferer, of whom she was so fom. 

Unlike seme College boys, I was not a erat frequenter of rmeical 
comedy in wy Carly days, Rather aid I turn for my theatrtest friendships to those 
Stars who shone on tie kegitinate satge, There were, however, exceptions; ani one | 
of these was Lotta Faust — in private life the wife or my wery good frieni "Richie" — 
Ling. I do not Suppose that anrone who saw the Original production ef "Th: Wisaed 
of Oz" ,in Ameriea, will ever forget Lotta Faust in that extravaganza, which first 
brought Fred stone and his pariner, Montgomery, inte the limelight ef msical com- 
edy. Lotta hed a smal? part, but sho head em Song, which was the hit ef the Paece 
and which made her famous the world overs I don't imow whe wmte the wons or the — 
msig of "Samay", wt I do knew that, when Lotte singled ont any man in ths audienge | 
and sang it to him, that man, though ho may have teen Onbarmened, felt thet he, and | 
he slone, had won her heart, she ustally sang to any man who happened to be s "tt ny | 


in the right-hand proseentim vex, which, at the Bosten Theatre, where the extra 


Wes presented, was in great demant yoy the undergraduates of Harvant University; and 
being a somewhat susceptible young man, I managed to seoure it on one er tro 
In the vegiming, I did not know that iiss Faust was in ality ure Ling, but 
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as I found it out, I wrote to Dick in New york anf asina him if I night take her out 
to supper, which, of course, he was gled to have me 40. Prevently he game te Boston 
and he and Lotta found thet wey to "MH@dlecex Neatows” for a woek-enfi ~ acs my theat~ 
rical friends usually dia, Kequaintames ripened inte friendship, end for many year 
until Lette's death in fset ~ I saw thom often eith: in New York or Besten, After 
Lotia'ts death, Ling, who had a beautiful tenor voice, and whe at one tine wes leading 
man for Pritsio schef?, that iustrian singer who forsook the operntic stage for mei 
Gal comedy,, returned to the lo eitimate drena, appearing in many successful mode rn 
playe.br recent rears. I have not teen to The Lanbs Club, wherey as I have said, 
Tam {11 9 member, tor Sane & dozen years: and I have not heamt from Dick Ling in 
that time, Semeom tolé ms that he has eressea the are at Divide ;~somehow I camot 
Picture coine te The Larbs without his cheery greeting:-tut 4 this is true, I feel 
gure thet he is sinzine in the C@lestial Chorus, with the lovely Lotte beside him! 
Not lone after my return from Sngland, I went one nicht to another 
musics] comedy which was presented et the Resten Theatre, which, be it unée reteod , 
Was one of the largest houses itn the United states, “Fanteana" will go down in 
theatrics] history as having some rather fanens Mople in th east: fer Douglas 
Fairbanks, Sr, Played the leading dagenile role. and Julta Sanderson - afterwanis one 
Of America’s most suecessful musites! comedy stars ~ supperted Jefferson @*Angelis, ; 
then at the height of his career,To me the piece whl} always hay@ a tender significang ) 
for it was in the chome of that popular song hit,"Tarmany", that I first saw Jeanne 
Calducei who afterwaris becane my wit@, She had a amald Part in the picce,ani with 
her ruming mate ,datherine Cooper,tiad 2 song ond dance whose melody will never leave 
my head, Jearne's theatrical carcer was only a small part of hey Life, for she let} 
the theatre ond married me within a year, ‘Since this book 4s in ne conse on auto= 
biography mt rather a somewhat fragmentary account of frieniships with poeple of the 
Stage her story has no place here,beyond that of hostess to many of these whe came te 
the heuse ever which she presided s0 gmetousty until her death in 1925, k 
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But it 1s not tme of another member of that gay east, uiia Sande rsoh 
had voplaced Adele Ritehie in the lead, when "Panbena” cane to Boston, It was the 


Period of long skirts ans hig hats ana puffed sleeves, ani I well remember seeing viss 
Samlezson pass through the hall of the Adoms House, which af joined the theatre, on her 
Way to suppor, efter the curtain had gome down, 1 ata not know her at the time, but 
I shall always have « yivia recollection of her, in that long skirt anf bie picture 
hat ~ 2 relic of the "naughty ninsties",« 29 she swapt along the hall thet nicht, the 
cynosurs of the tyes of the many Harvarl undergraduates who we re waiting for their 
frienis in th chorus, Some months after that, she appeared fn the lead of "The 
\ Pearists’, which played at the Najestie Theatre at? Sumer, and I used to see her 
often at the Reckincham Pax Race Treck, at Salem, New Hempshire, which was only half 
an hour away fron Boston by train. After that, she vanished from Amerien fer a few y 
years and made a name for herself? tn London, where the Britishe re loved her as mech 
&s we did at hone, Presemtly, she came back ant Played in "The Sunshins Girl", "the 
Avcadians", and wany other; wet particularily do I romenber her in "The Girl Pron 
Utah", about 1914; and her Singing of that hawt ing Little melody by Jerome Keme ~ 
"They Wouldn't Believe e's A friend of mine ~ eho shall be nameless ~ was very muck 
in leve with her in those days,~ who wasn't, for that matter? «= ani he usea te come te 
Stay with me in Boston and co to the Colonial Theatre, where she was Playvine: sitting — 
in the front rew night efter night, gazing up at her, Like a bét of Dresden china »} ° | 
was ~ 80 dainty am delicate that she leoked as if a breath might break the whole mage 
terpiece. Her voles was like o Silver bell =~ mot a ereat voice, mt one which, pe 
ly coutrolled, was used to the very vest advantage, I did not know her in these ¢ ‘ 
mt a few years later, we mt om night at supper, at the Copler-Placa Hotel, and I ‘ 
founé her quite ne charming as she had seemed aeross the footlichts, che was playi 1g 
at the Colonial Theatre, in a musical comedy called "nanbler Roge”, and I was oft 
with my wife, who, of course, had been in the company with her, in "Pantana", we 
in the front row, ani as sho came on fer the first time, sho Looked down: eaticht 


Jeanne’s eye; smiled and mrmmrea under hor breath;.~ "Hello, Jeane." Later 
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evening, as I have Said, she cam out to supper with us; and after that our friendship 
matured rapidly and we used to see hor whenever her engagements brought her to Besten, 
Many years later, sho was starring in “Tange rine", in New York, an 
I went back, efter the final curtain, to pay my respects; an@ as I sat there, in her 
Little Dressing-reom chatting, she asked me how I liked her new leading man. I had 
alzeady noticed him; thought hin attractive; ani said se, “Tra like you to meet 
him", she said, "het, such a nice chap," ang turing to her meid, sata :~'"Mellie, go 
Up and ask Mr Cramit to come Gown for a moment," Presemtly, he e@ane Gown, and that 
| | | HRS : | Gp ¥ %. oye 
Was my first intréduction to Frank Crumit, to whom Malia ig hapnily married» , 
& more perfect match it would be diffienlt to imagine, and enc tid? ) 
only to see them at home, to realize thet marriages on the stere senetines 40 succeed} 
Sete age, I spent a week-ond with then, at, their Gclight ful Little house in 
Leneneadow, Masssciaaetts ~ "Dunrovin" they eal, is aptly + though, even in thase 
Gays, when they WE vetn retired from the stam, they spend a goodly portion of each 
week in New York, where their breadeasting werk Salonsstens I shall never forget 
that week-end, After dimer, Prank orunt¢ picked up his ukelele ami began to hun om 


of the old songs - "Sweet Lady", I think it was ~ his om compesitiong from “Tange rine" 
and Julia Joinet in, ‘then tho fun begin, and I sat ther ent raneed, while thoy 
Sang song after song - new Songs, old songs, songs that 1 hed sinest fercotien, written | 
in the early’90s, when I was at school, and Frank and Jnlia were not ¢gon gorn .~ 
"Amnie Rooney", "Daisy Belle" (with her dieyc le wilt for two), "Comrades". andi go on, 
to the songa out of Juliats Carly successes ,~ "He's Nise to Have a Sweetheart", Same 
fort of Boy", CVc@te., until I thenght they had run the whole Bernt of msien} comedy. 
But, no ~ back they went to an ceulier date, and sang snatches fro, "Pinafore" and the | 
old Gilbert and sullivan suscesses of other days. what aon evening | | 


] 


; 
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How long ago that seems) 1 had not heart these ola Songs sung by these | 
Same Gear people for many years ~ until ono night during the sumer of 1941, Sarky 
in August, I hed received a lotter from Frank, in which he Said:= "Julia and I are 
geing to broadcast to England on Thursday night, August 28th, and we are @0ine to 
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45 
Same of the old songs, for you ana Mary. I think, with any luck, vou shon i ve able 
to hear us well on tho 19-neter wave-length,” As luck wold have it, my wife wag 
away; Wut, thouch T had a dimmer engagement 1 caneclled it, and Thursday night found dll 
alone in my Library, waiting for that broadcast, tuckily, the regeption was goed, and . 


Prosantly I heard Prank’s famf1ar votes singing ono of his own compositions, when — 
he had finished, he said:- , 


“And now we are seing to sing some of ony Old sones. for two very dear 

; 

friends of ours who are living in Dorset, England ,- Alex Higginsen ani his wife, Mazy - 
tetter kMow perhaps in Amertea as “Mary Newcamb" + whe ts doing such good work in 


Playing to the Forces in inglami. Ar yeu listening, Alex?™ 1 cenia almost see. hin 


turn to his wife, for I aia hear him say ;~ "Now, Julia, sing Ales one of the Sengs you 


used to sing in the days when he sat in the front rows? And then gane Julfats voice s~ 


"Helle, Alex; aw you listening? You wil} remember this one.” And she Sang the song — 
Of all others that I remexber her ty = "They voulantt Believe Me", Amd as T sat ana 
listened, all the old days came back to mG, ond I confess thet I was nore moved than 


I had been for many a month, After she had finished, they sang sane songs together, 
ané then,-alas, how uickly those minutes flow by »~ they sata "Good ~nieht ." 

Some day, when the var is ever, I hope again te sail inte New York 
harbour, and one of the first things I shall ae will be to call up artic Same rson on 
the eaten and say :~ "Well, how's the pmttiest firl in New York?” And she wil} 
answer,~ “Hello, bad pemy ~ turned up again ?" And the ela contact will he re-estah- 
lished, 

One man, of all my theatriea frienfis, stanfe ot in my men@ry, as a 
man who, by nature, was totally unfitted to become an actor: nnd vet was, by fore of 
circumstances, co placed that 44 became the natural thing for him to @0. Charles » 
Cherry was, first and foremost, a “"man~ebout~town"” in the beet sense of the word, His 
people wore not theatrical reeple, ani I hove often wondered how it happened that he 


took up the stage as a moans of livelihood, when! first mew hin, he was leading 


man for Maxine Blliott, ami it was through some old frienis of his that I met him, 
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46 
tT used to imow a good many men - and a few wouen ~ who were on the stage 
in the days of ny bach lorhood, and Charlie was ana then, He game to supper with 
me om Higit, ab the old Univerysity Climb, on Beason Street, in Boston, and I can see 
hin uow + slight, good~looking, every inch a man ef the world ,-us he game in from the 


wintry Bast win? ataocphere of a typleal raw New Snglané night, We had supper 
‘together and talked ~ not about the theatre, wat about sport ~ ani I was chamed by 
hin and asked hin to syont a week-end with me tn the country, When he ended that 
visit, we hed become fast friends, ami it wae a friendship that lasted until his dé atl 
in 1931, We saw cach other always, when he was in Boston, am on ey oggasional visits 
to New Vork, where I sometimes stayed with hin, at his chaming little flat on vest 
S%h Street. He was, I think, one of she best leading men thet we had in Ameriga, ¢ 


from 1980 on; and the portrayal of varlous parts which were given to him with such st 
Stars ac Sthel Barrymore, Maxine Blidett, and flsie Ferguson, were alwuys played with 
thet quiet cham which chare 


cberlaes the real gentleman on the stage; but which is 80 
s@idos seen to-day, As a star, too, he had many Suacesses; particularly in "dhe Bae 
Passers By” and "The Dover Read"; tut the Stage had few illusions ani no lure for him, 
ami presely he gave it up and wont home GO Englani. Here I saw a great deal of 
hin again; he was a dclizhtfal companion at all times; ami it was a 86vG 76 blow to me 
and to my wife when wews game of his sudden death, He he@ net peen feeling well ~ 
we knew that ~ and had been in poor spirits: wut he seemed to be brighter, ani had 
much enjoyed goin: to the races, of which he was a regular foliewer, lis sister tola 
mo afterwaris that he had teen one of a gay party at luncheon, and that they had all 
left for the raees at half pass one, Stédpping at his rooms so 6et his glasses, which 
he had forgotteny. He went upstaivs to his flat but did not come down promptly. 
Mimates went wy am) there was mo sign of hin; s0 one of the men of the party went up 
to see iz anything was wrong, ami found hin lying, unite dead, on the floor, 
Poor ol Charlie} He was mourmed ty many friends on both sides of ; 
the water - on the stage and off - and 4n every walk of life; for ho wad kint te 
everyone and evexyone loved him, Many a chorus girl, out of work, can thank him 


ee 
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for his help, and one or two, whose talent he readily perceived, owe their first 
chance to his influence, His devotion to his Mother, Lady Emily Cherry, was 
beautiful to see; and his constant thoughtfulness for other people was only one tr 
trait in a very lovely character, 48 an actor, he may have fallen short of the 
peak; as a gentleman and a friend he will always have a very wam place in the hearts 
of these who imew and loved hin, m4 pee | 
Always perfectly turned out, his Was as well known on Bond Street and | 
Piccadilly as he was on Fifth Aveme and Broadway ~ the beau ideal of a typical . 
Englishman, It was always difficult to get him to talk about the stage ~ he had | 
no leve for his work ~ and it was probably this which kept him from g0ing higher in 
the prefession which he followed; tut, get him on the Subject ef racing, ami he would ) 
blossom out ani talk for hours together, He was a great racombeur, a good friend, 
ané a good son; and after all, that is saying a great deal, | 
Another well known figure on the Américan stage, ami a man who, Like | 
Cherry, was fomd of the race track, was Vineent verram®, who in his younger days | 
made a tremendous success as the Mexiean vaguerd, “Teny", in Augustus Themas’s drans 
of Westem life, “Arizona”, I never kuew Serrano well, but he was often at Be lmont 
Park in the days when I was acting as Steeplechase Stewart there, and we used fre- 
quently to go home together in the "Race train" am &@ om to The Lambs for dinner, 
I think he mst have inherited a bit of money, tor he never seemed to care whether 
he had an engagement or not, ami always seemed to be comfortably off, Fifteen years 
age, he was playing in "Rio Rita", a meigal comedy, in New York; but I shall always 
remember him as the gay Mexican waquere, who Sang Adios Amer, and finished his 
lover's declaration after the song with:~ "And damm to Hell my Soul, I love you)" 
Augustus Thomas, the author of "Arizona", has told, imhis autobio- 
graphy, "Tho Print of lly Remembrance", of his exyerionges in Arizona, whove he spent 
some time, in order to get local colour for the play, which, when it was finished , 
he submitted to Charles Frohman, who decided against ites production, The War 


with Spain was on at that time, and it was not until the trouble had subsided that 
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the auther took the mamseript to that well known producer, Kirke La Shelle, whe 
decided upon an immediate production. Speaking of the first night, Thomas Ba yB :~ 
"There was no theatre available in New York, and he (La shelle) arranged for ¢he 
production of the play at Hamlin's Granf Opera House, in Chicago, La shelle had 
the quality of a Captain, and I am sure that, had he lived, he would have been one | 
| 
reader will the following te significant; wut the original cast of "Arizona" | 
included Theodore Roberts, Sawin Hels » Mattie Larle, Mabel Burt, Robert Edeson, 


of the most dominant influences in the Amertean theatre. Only to the theatrical 


Olive May, Sam Sdwards, Arthur Byron, Vineont Serrano, Franklin Garlaml, Walter 
Hale, Lionel Barrymore and Menifee Johnstone; and the four or five other chame- 
ters were hy people of less repute, bat of @qual eamestness ani ability. Few 
authors doing a melodrama have haa etter co-operation than that." 
Although I was, in ne sense of the word » intimate with mr. | 
Thomas, I have vexy pleasart memories ef him, He was often in The Lambs, ani some! 
times, when we found each other at the same table for Supper, I had most delightta}s | 
talks with him about his many and varied experienges. I do net feel sure that he 
should not be Sore the onbirbiish bike Playwricht of Amertea: for, after all, a 
man who wrete sixty~one plays, which were produced over a period of nearly half a 
century (1875 ~ 1921), most of then dealing with Amertean Subjects, has a claim 
to that title which cannot well be denied, To i, the best of them all was "The 


Witehing Hour", in which John Meson made what was perhaps the greatest hit of his 
career, what 2 gripping drama that wash I never knew Jon Mason, though his 
performance of the Northern Colom in "Shenandoah" is anong my Carliest recollecé’§ 
tions. I have been reading over Mr Thomas's autoblograthy, for about the fourth 
time, and to me it tells ag interesting a story of the Ameriean theatre, during 
the years when I kmew it best, as any book I know; for the author game in contact 
with all the managers and produce rs, oa very nearly all the actors of note, who 
graced the American boarts for the half eentury which began when I was born, 

His was one of the most kindly porsomalities I have known, mt 


’ 
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shall always remember his ulsie rstamiing of the request of a talented young me-~- 
ical comedy woman, who had left the skige and married happily, wut who, afters 
few years ,felt that resthessness which somtines attacks those menbers of the 


profession who have lef Broadway. It so happened that I knew this girl intinatiy); 
and she,lmowing ef my acquaintance with yr Thomas,asked me te tell him ef her 


talents and her wish te return te Stag? life. Rather umvillingly I agreed to de 
S0,but in telling the Playwright of her desires I voleed ny opinion thet she was 
making a great mistake, I think I tela the story fairly, I know that ny State ~ 
ments did not unferrate her talents, Thomas Listened to the end of my story ,and 
then said, « “Yes,I remember hoy work perfectly sehe's got plenty of talent stat 
why dees she want to co back 7 Is her marriage a follure 7" "He" .t said,"I think 
not, tut she misses the bright lights," He laughed, “What deo you think -:woula you 
like to see her go back 7" I shook my head, "I*11 write her a letter; I think 
you're righh=" he said, And about week later he wrete ger ons of the sweetest 
and most understanding letters I have ever read, and ~ she did not returm to tie 
Stag. 


Thomas became a member ef The Lambs when the olub was in its 
diswenth » year,long before I joined it,and his description of the early days is so 
good that I have taken the liberty of quoting from it freely. In chapter xvI, 
which he has entitled "Gathering Places of the Letors" he says;--"I hoa now 
become @ member of The Lambe, At the clubhouse I passed more than halg the time I 
permitted myself away from my writing, The Lambs was then in its fifteenth year 
and contained the best clement in the profession, It was a great honour, privilace § 
ani @ducation to be received on @mual tems by its then membership, a total 
a total professional mmber of one hund xed ,which ineluded such men as Lester 
WallaekDion Boucieault e teele Macknye Mark Smith,Rove rt G»Inge rsol] ,Otie Stine) 
the Holland brothers ~ George fdmund ,and Jooeph and others of the etondaré that : 


these names indfeate, 
"A table d*hote dimer was served for fifty conts at the Largs 
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club table ,where the men were Like nenbe re of a family. There was a notable 
musical contingent and efsen betwee courses the pomlar songs of the tine, The 
gayety of such youngsters as Harry Woodruff Cyril Scott Fritz Willians ,Prancis 
Carlyle ,amd Ned Bell was as memorable as the wise talk of Such elders as Steele 
Mackaye and Frank Mayo. Fun was Spontaneous and unvestrained, * * «* = «& 

"The Lambs was then at 54 West Twenty 8 ixth Street, between Broad~ 
way and sixth Avenue ;the house an old-fashioned five-story sbwenty «five ~foot-front 
brom-stons om with a high stoop,under which was a basenent entrancs, It was 
like its adjoining house in extemal Looks and faced sinilar wuildings on the 
north side of the street, Those respectable neighbours eyed it with Qistruct. 
Leaving the Lambs and walking east te Broadway yo passed the St.Jams Hotel on 
the comer, On the other side of Broadway was Delmonice's rumniing through the 
short block te Fifth Aveme. The block wag and still is short ,bocause these two eh 
great thoroughfares wedge sharply three blecks further south, Zast 62 the lone 
Plasa made by their intersection is the park called Medison Squaze,a plunge r 
fountain in the centre and the Saint—Gaulens bronze oF Farragut on the northwest 
comer. 

“Facing this square en all four sides in 1989 were becutiful ani 
impressive wmildings,each with its history fairly mellow and all with their unifom 
Sky-Line that could be enjoyed with out Suggesting curvature ef the spine," 

How true this is and how restful,compared with the sky-8erapers 
which tower over Manhattem and axe the firet sight to greet the eye e8.the retuming 
wanderer from overseas as he steams up New York harbour. As Mr Thomas says, “Life 
had a gentle poe®,social intercourse a more genial temperature} in those dayB. 
Friends meeting stopped to exelgmge a wort men in groups told stories, laugmé ; 
policemen did not ask them to move on be 

I wish I could go on and quote Thomas's description of the ereducl 
developement of the old New York of which he writes to the vewllde ring metropolis of 
today ,whov® roar is never stilled, Dwellers in New York become so accustomed to the 
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constant tumeil which surrounds thom thet they fell to realize the impression 
it produces on a stranger; or oven on one who hag been away from it over a period 
of years, I well xememter Standing in the how of om of the great oosan lime re 
on which I was returaing fren England,vefore the af lam had made + 
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beside me,and together we watched the tall buildings of New York towering above 

the city as the great ship camo up the harbour, It was rather a wonderful sight 

amd it scemed te affect my neighbour for he Sadds~ "What a wonierful city it is, 

I love New York,ami I love $0 coms home to 1%." New York is not my clty ani to me 

it is not Amerlea,tmt his mood gocmmnicatea itself to ms,and for a time I think I 

almost felt too thet I was coming home, Had New York wemaimed as it was when 

Thomas wrete the deseription which I have just quoted ,I think I mitt haye felt so; 

but when I had gone aghow end hod finally extriested myself fren the incuisitive 

Customs officials ama was on my way uptown in a taxicab which seenca ¢o barely escage 

amihilation in the maelstrom of treffic ot the oress~strests,!l must confess that I 

longer for the comparative cuiet ani omerly procedure I had become used to in Lonion! 
Once in The Lambs ,eeated in the Grillroom where I was greeted w Ric! 

Richie Ling as if I had only peen away for o few days ,the feeling of peace wtumed, 

ami when he told me that there was a “Gambol" on that night,I decided to postpone 

my trip to New England till the next dqy;for I rarely miss one of The Lambs Gembols 

if I am in Jew York, Be it knowm,there is o theatre on the top-story of tho new 

clubhouse in West Forty~fourth Stywet ~ a theatre in whieh many a Play has seen its 

first production,often in « somewhat rudinentayy fom =a theatre where tho orchest rd 

in the ol4 days was often coniucted by that great Irish-American Compose g Vict or 

Herbert; a theatre in which the minor parts,as well ae the lending ons were often — 

played by men who starred at tho heads of their own canpmies, and always ,aftermxis, 

there was cupper downstairs for the monbers of the olub ani any guests who hed tea 

lueky enough to be asked. What evenings these vere, It was ~ a8 Mr Thomas has sald 
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&& 
"@ great honour, privilage ,and education,” to be om of that membership, 

To quote again fren Ur Thomas, + “ There are few special clubs 
to whose functions one can with propristy ask attention, Sas The Lenbs, because of 
ite theatrical momtership and prominence ,is anong that few, For many yeams an 
Sceasional night had boon taken in the elub when nenbers £20 fron professional 
calls cot tegother in an cate rtaimeng the backbone of which wes some burlescue 


by Some skilled man upon seme durrént Success, Programmes from several ef these 
intinate perform nees had Scasionsgily been given to the public of New York. In ee 
it was decided te male a much moe pweventious appeal wy playe ra,all of whan should 
be stam, Contracts for the exclusive services ,.$ om GOllar per week,for the last 
week in May ,ve ze @ yawn between the ¢lub on (one side,and on the other « Nat Goodwin, | 
De Wolf Hopper, Stuart Roveon, Ti i1 ian Crane ji ilie Ceilier, Jefferson DiAnge lis, 
Chauncey Oloott Dighy Bel) ,Freneds Carlyle, vilion Lacknye Harry Wood raft ,Charles 
Klein fugene Coles ,Joseph Hollend Marzy Conor, Frit: Willdans ,Baxr MeIntesh, Joseph 
Grisne r,Je sso VWilliaas »Victer Herbert J gacio Marinette Victor Harvis,ami some forty 
other sen of almost equal promix ne@sa Balf dozon playwrights ,and as many musicians; 
also Viebor Herbert's band ani ovlestim of titty peoes, 


The company ,all 01d included Over ono hundred mens, It was come 
poted that their joint salaries s2ecOming to what thay were getting upon the road, 
would for that week have anqwted to one hunivea and twenty-five thousand dollar. 
Theatres were leased for one night only in New York, Trooklya vashingvon Philadelphia, 
Rocton Springfielé Pittsturgh,anl Chicagos Advance work for publicity was @ane in alj 
these cities. Contracts existed for a special train of four Sloe ors, thee dining- 


Cam@,ond two baggage~cers, * * © © *» © &» & «© The club gave the 
Of gambole in the cities named ant took in sixty~twe thousand dellare," 

This description deals with om of the earliest Cambelssindes@ — 

I believe 1t was the fiswt of the public Gambols,which have contimed with a few 

breaks over sinc@,ond which have been of the greatest Muonedal help tothe club 

in defroying tho cost of the new @luvhouse and of tio nanagement of the orgmniention 
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53 
throughout many years of its existence, I coula ge on and tell of many of the 
functions of the clubjor its boundless hospitality te visitors from overseas; 
of its loving caxe for the welfare of its members and their families ,whe had pe gle} 
haps fallen on haw tines, put Some day Someone ,far wetter fitted than I am, 
Will write that stoxy,and after all,these are the purely personal reminiscences 
of a very unimportant lay menber who is proud of his long membership in an ergenisatipy 
which has brought him soe namy frlenis, 

One of Jon Drew's greatest SuccSsses was a play by Captain Marshal! 
called "The Secend in Comana" ein which the part ef Lt,Colonel Miles Anstruther was 
taken by Guy rs tt Was afterward knighted for his services in the British 
Wavy during the @reat Wars Standing was & most attractive chap stall, good-looking, 
and even in these days an excellent actors I cane to lmow hin better when the play 
came to Boston during the seconi year of its mmsand since he and I had many tastes 
in commom,be spent many of his week-enis with me in the Gays when I was living in 
my little cottage at Seuth Lincoln, Guy was a man of —_ talents,for as well as 
being an excellent actor,he had a nice voloe played the piane in « most cha ming 
Nene? a was a painter ef no mean achisyement - SSpecially of maine subjects, At 
that time my friend Julian Chamberlain was living with me ana Stamling helped hin 
very considerably in his early efforts at Portraits of animals, Chanberloin was 
thoroughly familiar with Water-colour painting,mt hal done no work in oils,and I 
can almost hear him and Guy discussing the merits of vartous mediums « in which 
"Siecatif de Harlem” played a prominent part in their conversation, I did n't knew 
then - I don’t know now » what "Sieeatir de Harlem" is ;vat it mst have been wonde r} 
ful stuff,for tho results were very g00de. I have sald that Guy was a charming 
companion, How eften on Sumlays,I have geen hin sit dow at the piane ani sing one 
of those d@lightful songs about "The China Dog and the Calice Cat",or "The Burglar’s 
the words and music of which he hed written himself, 

} Am expert yachtoman,Guy was net a hunting mat,nor was he even a 


Bo} 

horseman although, like many another agter,he rather wished te be conside 204 om, 
Ome year he came to Boston with Nat Goodwim,in a play called "Wolfville",in which 
me played the part of rather on attractive blackgant who wont by the name of 
"Snglish Bill", ‘The Play ren in Boston for twe weeks ,and on the middle Sumiay, 
Guy camé,as was his custen,to Lincoln to spend the veek~end with me, Sunday after. 
moon he expressed a desixe to go to ride,and I thinking of course that he wonld Baye 
Sense enough to be content to hack on the road,mat hin on a very quiet old hunter, 
We had a nice hack and cane home through a lane which lea through the fields opposite | 
my heus@, It was properly gated and 1% would have been am easy matter te get home witht 
out taking ony jumpssimt that was not what Guy wanted. His ambition was apparently 
te ride a Imnter Over a fenes,for he asied m if the horse he wes On could jump. I 
feared there would be trouble svut I thought that even a ereenkhom,such as I knew hin 
to be on a horse,would be taken saM@ly over the three root stone wall by the horse 
h® was on,and I know that nothing short of being able to say that he hag ridden over 
a fonee would satisfy Guysso I said, "Y@S ,cOm? ahead ond I'11 give yO a lead". of 
Course the horse negotiated the fence safely ani Guy managed to stick on his bask, 
although he lurched foward on imding end nearly fell off, 

"Well," I sada, "that was all right. You managed that will énoach," 
He did net enower for a mimmte and then he sata in somewhat shaky tome ~ 

"I’ve hart my am Alex, I think I've gut my shoulder out", 

"Nonsense ," I answered, “you can’t haye put your shoulder ong, 


You've never left your saddle", 
"But I can’t rage - right am",he sofa, "I've done come thing" 

and then I noticed for the first tine that his right am was hanging by his side, | 

Well,to make a long stoxy short,I led his horse hone for him ~ luckily we were ve ry 

near the house ~ ani we sent for a doctor from Concoml swho,when he cane ,announced 

that the shoulder had been dislocated, Guy must have cought his elbow on the pone 

of the saidle in lurching foram. the doctor tried te put it book, wut Guy's nmecular! 

developenent was such that,although he tried to wlax,ho was umble te a0 sO,ami we 
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had te give him an atuesthotie before the dislocstion could be reduced, le was 

_. Wry fumy coming out of the ether;ena @ve Chamberlain and my Stal Groom ani ny- 

self all we could de te keep hin in order, It was all very fumy from our point 

of view,and I think that Guy enjoyed his protracted visit to Lincoln very mech; 

wat I fanqy the cast of "Yolfyilie" Suffereé badly from the loos of'English 3111" 
Standing drifted back to England in 1908 and played in Lonion 

for sev@ral years, When the Great Yar broke out he wnt inte the Reyal Navy,and 

in due course he wag Placed in commend of ome of the "Q-boats" ,and so ast ings chpa \ 

himself that he was knietted for his Services. He returned to America in 1926 oni 

I remember his spending a 5 Sunday again ot "Widdlesex Meadows" in that year. My 

wife was away,but Chanterlain cam out that woek-ond,ant he ami I sat befexe the 

: Sie in the great Hal) ant Lictema to the 014 congs that ve had heart o¢ often in 

 fomer years, ‘That was the last I saw hin, and the last play I saw hin in was t 


in that year, when he appeared with that charming ané telentea actress, Jane Cowle, 
in "Jenng?, in which they scored & ereat sucetss, Like many another actor, Guy 
drifted out to Hollywood, where he Played in several films « ~ notably “Ths Lives of 
a Bengal Laneer", which was the only ore I happened to see. If he had teen alive 
when the present War broke out, I am sure that he would have returned to England and 
again doined ‘the Royal Navy, whew he hedoserved with sonmch distinction twenty 
years ve fore , But be had died from Heart failure, the result of weakness caused by 
& snake~bite, when on a hunting trip in California some years before. L 
The Standing family were all talented, 024 Herbert Standing, cuyts 
father, was well kmown in the Lonion stage, and aftemwants in America, His brother, 
Percy, whon I knew slightly, was a brilijant planist ard a compcsey in a small way. 
Guy was married twice ani his daughter-in-law w his first marriage, Katherine Stan- 
ding, gave evox promise of making a name for hersel? tn American drama. I saw her 
Play seve ral leading parts in a Stock Company which was organized ami controlled by 


Henry Jewett, who had been in Richard vansfiela company for many years, iss Stan- 
ding was so like her father that, although I had never met hor at the time I first 
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_ =ibaa to give him an aMesthotig before the dislocstion could be reduced, He was 
_— Wexy fumy coming out of the ethersani eve Chamberlain ant ny Stal Groom ani uy- 

Self all we could deo to keep him in oxter, I¢ was all vezy fumy fron our point 
of visw,and I think that Guy enjoyed his protracted visit to Lincoln very mmech; 

bat I foney the cast of "Woltyilie" surte red badly fren the loos of'inglish pi11" 

Standing drifted back te Euglena in 1900 and played in Lonion 

for s@v@ral years, When the Great Yar broke out he wnt inte the Reyal Navy,and 

in due course he wag Placed in comand of ome of the "Q-boate" ,and so aist ings chpa \ 
Mimoelf that he was knighted for his servicas, He retumed to Ameries in 1926 ont 
z remember his spending a Sunday again at "Widdlesex Meadows" in that yeate My 
wife wes away,but Chanberlain caw out that woek-~cnd ,ami he ami I sat befor the 

| fhe tm the grost Hatt ant Ltctems te tho 014 songs thet wo hea heart 90 often in 
| fomer years, That was the last I saw hin, and the last play I saw hin in was to 


in that year, when he appeared with that charming and telentea actress, Jane Coewle, 
in "Jonng?, in which they scored & ergat sucetss, Like many another actor, Guy 
drifted out to Hollywood, where he Played in several films « ~ notably “Ths Lives of 
a Bengal Laneer", which was the only one I happened to see. If he had teen alive 
when the present War tes out, I am sure that he would have returned to England and 
again deined ‘the Royal Navy, whew he hed sorved with somuch distinction twenty 
years before . But be had died fran Heart failure, the result of weakness caused by 
& snakebite, when on a hunting trip in California some years before. " 
The Standing family were all talented, O14 Hexbert Standing, Guyts 
father, was well imown in the Lonion Stags, and afterwants in America, His brother, 
Percy, whom I knew slightly, was a brilliant planist am & composer in a small way. 
Guy was married twice ani his dauchter-tn-lew w his first marriage, Katherine Stan- 
ding, gave evox promise of making a name for hersel? tn Am@rican drama. I saw her 
Play seve ral leading parts in a Stoak Company which was organized ani cont rolled by 
Henry Jewett, who had been in Richart Mansfield Company for many years, Miss Stan- 
ding was 50 like her father that, although I had never met hor at the tine I first 


alle 
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saw her om the stags, 7 inew et once that 
marriage was to Dorothy Namoni 
Gxperience dn the ol4 Ly coun 


She must be Guy's daughter, is secom 
» & talented American ectress who hod her early 


Stock Company , under Deniel Frohman, Tie deuchter of 


this marriage « who Sees under the name of Kay Hammond ~ is well known on the Brit- 


ish stags, a brilliant and talented comedieme., Ana 80 the family carries on, 


Speaking of theatrical families, I mst not foraet the Drews ané thosé 


brilliant offshoots of the Drew family ~ the Barrmorms, An article in The phila- 


Golphis Snculrer, publishea a fev days before John Drew's firct appeamnce at the 
Arch Street Theatre in Philadelphia, ¢n Mareh f2n84 LO7By saidrs 


"John Drew (Senior) belonged to a school of actors that is passing away 
rapidly, leaving no copy behind, we fear. Of that schobl, ire Drew {John 


Drew's mother) is a noble representative, and we wonld like to hope that her 


Gatishter and son ar elso representative of it, Hiss Drew has appease red but 


two or three times on the stag, and the impression she tien created was 
favourable. 


p 


Her worst faults are her youth and inexperience, and both of | 
these time will overcome, Of Ur Drew we know mothine, But remembering 
with profound gratitude the pleasure thet the mother and father of these 
children have given the publie: how great and conscientious an artist Mrs. 


Drew is ~ end John Drew was ~ we trust for their sakes that the old Play~ 


goers of Philadelphis will unite on Satumay to clive the young players, just 


entering on the enreer by which they are to live, a substantial, hearty 


welcome. It may be that, for their own sakes » they deserve such welcome ; 


it whether this be so or not, they deserve 1% for the sake of those great 


artiate whose children they az@, amd who for so many years gave of their ves} 


to the pleasure and entertainment of tho town," 


, 


Tt is imteresting to note that the "tes Drew" referred to in the clip. — 
ping aftezwanis became - as Mrs Maurteo Barrymore = tho mother of those three 
stars of the thoatrienl world, Mthel, Liew1, and tack Barrymore, Of Bthel fT } ; 


already gpoken. she ig my oldest friend on the tage to-dav. and when I think ¢he 


ian Wee yy ” 
it was férbysefeht years ago that we stood on thet steaixway in ro peebe’s house in 
Boston, it makes mo realise how old I am, Lionel I never imew, but I have always 
admired his acting, from the time he made hic first great success as the Ttalian © 
Organ-grinder in "The — and the Numming Bird". Jack I have seen a little mo xe 
of, I remember hinffirst as the telegraph Operator in the dmmatization of nicham 
Haniing Davis's story, "The Dictator", and then throuch all the varied expe rience s 
which the theatre brings, culminating in what was to me his greatest achievenrent « 
"Hames", Jack datapnies I 6 born acter, and like many of his profession, a man 
of the latile character possessed by many of those who are — famous wy their 


Foyt WN | 
work in the theatre, ‘i-day, he fs perhaps best by his work in the films, 


which « alay for the theatriesl profession ~has teen the fate of nany another actor,.' 
His first wife + Katherine Harris Baxrynore - I kmew well when she was Playing with 


4, 
| 


her sister-in-law, Sthel, om 2oe Atkinets dram "Deg itacde™, The marriase was an 


unhappy one and there are no children to carmy on the fant y tradition,  8thelts 
daughter, Sthel Barrymore colt, has, I believe, matic hor debut on thé American stage 
mt so far as I kmow, has not an yet achtoved suetesses which warrant her carrying 
on the "Royal Family", | | 
In the 014 days, when I took th midnight express which lanéed me | 
in New York early in the morning, I used always to go to The Lambs for breakfast, 
There was always someone there, for the club was mer closed ~ ons of the tradit io: 
being that the key of the front door was thrown into the Hadson River when the house 
Was opened ~ ani I was apt to find someone with whom I eoula chat. One morning, I 
saw in the Grill an oldish man eating his brtakfast at one of the little tables, 
He was a stranger to me, but in accoriance with tho euston a the Club, I went over 
to his table, introduced myself, and asked 4¢ I might sit with hin. During the 
next half hour I leamed that he was an Englishman who had laniea that very morning 
from his ship, and not knowing New York particularly well, had come straight to The 


Larks, to which he had a gard of introduotion, His name, ho told no, was Charles 
Vamer, and though I knew little of the English stage in those days, I had hea of 


58 
en Snglish actor who hal been making a ters 


ifle success ‘n London in an 014 -fushioned 
Play called “Drink”, was this the man, I wonle 1eaP 
Was he whose 


Later 1 was to find out that 
appearamece in a grugscana mmologue galled “On the Telephone” hod made 
Such @ sensation in Lonfon.° fe played them both in ter York, but 
that he appeared in ony other 


I camot renenter 
drama ~ gorteinly not in an important part. He was a 
most charaing old man, and tI med often to sit with hin during the evenings, when the 
their work ani the Grillrven was comparatively | 
empty. He used often te talk about hic boy Narry, who « he said, 
his footsteps; ami one 


Other members of the Club were away at 


was following in 
night he told me tho glad news thet he had secured an cngage- 
ment for him to play the Leading mant 
Story of Festem Lifay "Sal one Tam", 


S part in a dramatic version of Bret Harte's 
The gtar part was Played by Bleanor Robson, 
who at thet time was dust begiming he CA TSG re 
Harry Vamer ~ perhaps better mown to frequenters of the cinera 
to-day as H.B.Warmer « hai an attractive persomality, 
his father's histrionic talont, 


and withal, he had inherited 
In his secom year with Miss Robson, she appea red 
in Israel Yangwilits delight fal comedy, "Me wly Mary Ame’ 
for two seasons, 


» which ren Successfully 


| 
Vamer used often to cone out to Lincoln, ani, as he was an exeel- | 


lent horsenan, we had many & ride together during his week~end visits, Old Chreles ‘ 


Warner died a few years after his Son Game to America and Harry married ana T saw 


lees of hin for a few years, until I fona out ~ quite ty change ons sumer ~ that 


‘he-was living max me at Rockport, Massachusetts, whe re Mes Higginson anf I dined wit} 


hin on several vecasions, Again, for a pertoea of years, we lost track of ome anst 


until one Sprimg he came out to Lincoln with the seconi ire Vamer ~ Miss Rite stan-— 


wood ~ who had been his leading lady ix Seve mal plays, Harry, like maty another 


actor, has migrated to the Pacific goast and I have not seen him “in tie flesh", so 
to speak, for a good many years; though D often seo his face ani figure on the soreen, 


sangwill wrote several plays which wer Success fully produced, ami in 
ome of these, "Jinny the Carricr*, 


Amnie Tussell portrayed the herotne of tho cha ming 
story of Snglish countzy Life, Her leading nan was Oswald Yorks, whom I had first 
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seen playing a minor part with yohn Drew, in "The secon! in commend", Yorke ani I 
happened to be on the sane train to Boston on the Monday morning on which the play 
opened at the Hollis Street Theatre, and I told hin that I had booked a seat that 
night for the opening performance, on waching hone, I found an invitation from an 
old friend, urs Inches, to dine with her ¢hat night, and after the theatre - which 
she too was attemiing ~ to come to the Somerset Club for Supper, in order to meet iiss 


; 


Russell, whom I aia not know, I¢ was Yorke's first appearance with iss Russell, ani 
I wad rather smsed, on going back to his aressing-room after the Play to congratulate 
him on a very suecessful berformance, to have hin Say:~"I hear you are going to wap ey 
with my star, You?li find her chaming, and I wish you would make tactful enquiry 

as to whether she likes my performance or not,"t I laughed ani said I would: and, as 
& matter of fact, forgot about 16 until tiie, sald GO me, at supper:- mp Higginson , 

Ers Inches tells me that von know my leading man Well, I like him so mich, I hope 
he will ve happy in my company." What more natural than that I showlé caskethem —. 
both to supper with ae ab the University club a few nights later ° What more natural 
than that I should pat Yorke up at the olnub during his stay in Boston ? And what 

more natural than that I shoula fina them supping cosily together there on seve ral 
Cccasions 7 = At the ent of six weeks they amounced their engagement - 1 think one 


E 


of the few really happy theatrical marriages that I ean remember, They were ny ; 
Guests at the first ~sgular meal that was served im my mew house at "widdlesex ead owe", 
42.1905; ani in my room there hangs & picture of Miss Russell beside that of her 
husband, on which is written:- “From your always grateful huest, Amie Russell," 
Bhe last I heam of then they wor living together happily in Florida - & b€autiful 
Place in which to emi a Successful earee ry, 

70 man was a greater success in his day, on both sides of the water, 
than thet kindly Ameriean star, Raymond Hitcheock, "Hitehy”, as all his frienis 
called him, was, inderneath his yemer of almost asinine humour, a vex sweet, kindly 
human being, His vad persMality, his ever-prosent vacamt Stare, gave people whe 
dia not know hin the impression that he was in the habit of dining very well ve fore 
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Cvery perfornange ; that he was apt to be "ha lf-seas-over"; and that he "Wrank like a 
fish" ~ to use an American expression, As a matter of fact, ho was a testotaler ) 
never drank a drop of anything at any time. He had, however, a habit which was 
terribly amoying to some of his friends, of singling then out in the audience, ir ¢ 
thoy happened to be at his theatre, ani carrying on a conversation with them, as ir 
they were members of his cast, It was sometines very funny and rather amsing to 
other people in the house; wut often quite annoying to the is on of his attenti 
One evening, just after the Cntranse of the United states into the Great Var, I stoppe 
as The Lambs on my way back fron Washington, where I had gone to try to get a conmis i , 
Sion; and it so happened that in the Griliroom I found Hitchoock having his supper, 
Ye got into conversation and he asked me what I was g0ing to do that evening: and | 
when I told him that I had no plans, Suggested that I come ami see his show, which 
Was playing at a4 néarby theatre, 
“ I*ll leave a ticket for you in the Box Offi¢e ," he said. “lind you 
Gon't miss any of it; it's a very goed shew," I thanked him ami went to the nite 
Carlton for dimer, where, happening to fall in with two Indies whom I knew well, I 
dined at the same table with then, They told me that they t®@:were going to see 
“Hitehy Koo", 90 we all went to the theatre together, I got my seat at the gox 
Office and we proceeded down tho aisle; they having shown the usher their tickets, 
and I having thoughtlessly followed them, without looking at mins, The curtain was 
up; Hiteheock was on; ani I was just about to follow my friends into their seats, 
when I heani his volee from the stage s~ | 
"No, Alex,” it said, “that's not your seat, and gou cantt sit with 
your friends. Go back up the isle ani the usher Will show you down ¢o yor seat 


on the other side of the house,* Somewhat abashed, I followed the usher ~ Hitcheock 
had several very pretty Chinese Girls in native costune acting as ushers « up the 

aisle, while he contiymed;~ rigs Li, take Alex up the aisle ana aroum the back of 
the house and down the other aisle to his seat. He doesn't know where it is." ang 
addressing the audionge in a confidential tone, he cont imed ;. “This, ladies ang 


vy wer. 


¢ 
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gentlemen, is Alex Higginson fron Boston, who married Jeanne Caldueci, who was at P) 
one time my dancing partmer, Alex has been to Washington to try to eet a commiss 
fie's going inté the Amy and he doesn’t want to be bothe zed to shave ani thatrs 


Py ie y at 
e ; A 
° a ee ee a eo) » Ome - eae ‘ * 
5 y he 4 J : 


wWason hots got that terribel ved beam, which makes him look like" « he paused a 


moment -" shal I gay a Russian Grand Duke?" By that time I had veached my seat 


and he addressed me again:~ "Alex," he said, "I couldn't get you a seat in the front 


row, but I hope you'll be confortable there and see everything that goes on." He 


made me a low bow, and as I Sank abashed in my seat, while ay mighbours tittered, 


he turned to Irete Bordoni, his leading wouan, and said:- ew, Bordoni, the play 


Gan go on.” That was only one of Niteheock's tricks. 


Aud now let us turn from the ridieulous to the sublime - for I think 
there was something approaching the sublime in the work which one of America's 


best-loved msical stars did Guring the first Great Ware Elsie Janis was one of 


the first to give entertainnent to the troops at the Front ~ both sritich and Ame r- 
ican. I ieew her as the child celebrity in thet Gxtravaganza "The Vanterbilt Cup”, | 
when her performance was the talk of New York, 7 remember that my wife was @age r 
to see her play, and it was not long after that 


Elsie and her mother out to 


that some mtual friends brought 


Lincoln, where we had such a plaes ant time that the fes~ 


tivities lastea through dinner and well into the night, We used to see the Janises 


for Bisie and her mother were inseparable - when they came to Boston from tine to 


time, and then shortly before the outbreak of the var, sho went to London (I think 


London liked Elsie,and Slsie liked London, | 
and presently there was 2 rumour that she,who had turned down many Of her own country 
mem,had finally capitulated 


umnier the management of C.B.Cochran), 


sand become engaged to a well known Snglishnan, Thea 

ame the War and Blsie Janis was one of the first to offer her services as an Enter 
tainer for the Porces. One never heawl sin America ,exactly what happened ;but we 
mew that Blsiets dream of a hone had been Shattered by the War,for her man never 
Game back. She returned to Ameriga several years later,and organized a little com 
pany which played thow® ami also in England »unier the ile of "Elsie Jemde enh tng 
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Gang”. 
They were playing in Lonion when I came over in 1928,tut her 

Play closed a few days after my arrival,and though I saw her across the footlights, 
T did n't get a change $0 weet her,or Mrs Janis though I talked with them both on 
the telephone, Poor Sisi@, The war dealt her a very hard blow,though it mst have 
been @ consolation to her to know that she was perhaps the best beloved of all 
those theatrical stars who afterwari followed hor example ani brought clmer to the 
men at the front, 

One of the most chaming Amevtoan-musiec? eOmely Stare of thos 
cies was dainty Christie N@onald ,among whose Greatest successes wag Victor Herbert's 
elight ful epemtta “Sweethearta" which has Ween wvived so svcc@syfully in recent 
years. Catherine Cooper,who had been my wife's wumning mate in tle @arly days when 
beth girls played with D+angelis in “Funtana",was with Mise MeDonal in another tue 
ful ope retta “Miss Hook of Hollie". in whieh she Played a small part. Catherine too ‘7 
might have gon far on the stags had she not retired and been happily married to a 
Hew Yorker. : 

During wy visit to Lomion in 1904 I was mos® hospitably entertained 
~as I have already said ~ by Wiss Ellis Jeffreys ,ani when she canc to América the 
following year,in “the Prince Consort",in which Ben Wevster was her leading man,of 
course I did my best to repay her hoepitality. Her navager,George Tyler,cave her an 
@xocllent company and her coming was heralded with a fanfare of trumpets worthy of 
Duse out both in her first year’s tour and the subsequent one,in which she presented _ 
& most delightful comedy of English lige called “the Yascinating Mr Vande rvelt", the | 
American public,mrticularly in the Middle Weet,fuiled to appreciate the delicktve 
comedy of which she was past mistress. In Boston,whexe sho presented “London / 
she made 2 tremendous success ,imt the tym of ploy which sueecseds in Englani is 

not understood in Ame riea jhe re the audiences are constantly on tho lookout for 


thing new ani sensational, But if tise Jerfrey's visit was not a success from a | 
professional point of view, hope ani feel that she enjoyed her Stay on the vestern 
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continent ,which I am sure her dsughte r,2 velyn Gurzon,looks back to with happy mem- 
ories, 


Particularly de I hope this because that same young lody,when only eight 
years Old,spent the entire winter with me,and in those 
Son,of whose compenionship I was robbed. 


days took the place of the 
When many years laterwsy wife and I cane 
to England ,thers was no trouble to which Eilis Jeffreys did not go to male us fecl 
at home ;and though to-day we see each other tut seldom,I venture to hope thet she 
treasures many happy monortes of Mild lese x Meadows" 

I Suppose it was because of love of Englami andi Engloné’s ways and 
sports that so sany of her sons found their way to ‘ad lesex Headows", If a strane 


Gr wore to scan my Guest Book,amd see inseri ped therein the names 


of those friends 
who heye 


visited me,he would find among them many fanous English actors ~ Charles 
Hawtrey .F rane Vorthing Ben Wenster, Charles Che rey 4.3 .Wamer, Jack Crawford = mest 
arsoxisand many othe = tut none snong then have I fount nox chaming then thes | 
delightful comedian, Cyril vawile ,whon I fret maw on the stage of the Haymrint i 
Theatre twenty years before he honoured my boanl at 


Lingoln, I saw ir Maule seress et 
the footlichts when he first came $0 Boston in * 


Grumpy" tut at the time of his visit | 
I was just leaving for a protracted stay in his ow countsy nnd we did not meet, {| 
S¢versal yoars later,however,when he cane to Boston in thet brilliant comedy of 
Frederick Lonmsdalets, "Aren't wo ALL" I was moxe fortunat®,ami I saw outte a little 

of Aim,and hat the pleasure of having hin as ny guest at "wddlesex Meadows", He hag 
metived fron the stage whon next I founi myselg in England ,and though I imew that he 
lived "somewhers in Devon" not far from mé,our paths did not cross until he ani my 

wife ,who happened to be with her vobile Theatre Compary near Plymouth,durine the 


winter of 1941,played with him at a bem@fit given at the Palace Theat re there, 

And now I have come to the tolling of tho last chapter of ny reminis-) 
censes Of "the front row",and of the people of the theatre. In tho lost months of 
the Great War it s0 happened that I was in coumant of a mount Station at Camp Gram 
near Rockford I 11inots, It was my habit to journey to Chieago, hardly a hundred 
milos South, on Satutay attemeons, vhen ny verk was finished, ant stop twenty-four 
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hours at the Blackstone Hotel, where I gould got a good dimmer; an exeellent room ,and 
& pleasant evening at the theatre, before I returned to my Camp on Sunflay afternoon, 
It was a pleasant break in the weekts work, am though 1t eoula not always be managed, | 
it was somthing to look forward to, | 


One Saturday evening in Garly December, after the Armistice, I ran into 
the late Chauncey Oleott in the lobby of the hotel, The genial Irish conedian was 
just hurrying off to his performance, but he had time Gnough to advise me to go to see 
Leo Carilio, who was at that time appearing in "The Chorus Lady". I took his advige ; 
enjoyed myself ve ry saints amd afterwanls game back to have my supper at the hotel, 

As I was finising, i saw Oleott, accompanica by my 014 accuaintance pop Edeson, and 
& la@y, come in and seat themse lyea for Supper on the opposite side of the room; and 


I stopped to speak to them on my way out. I had not seen Edeson for some years, but 
he introdueed me to his wife, wee Hed not met, and Suggested that I come to supper 
with them on the following night ~ which, as a matter of fact, I aid, 

nc to go to the B1t inge theatre in 
New York to see a Play called "The Yoman on ¢he Jury", then in the middie bf a suc- 


Several years afterwanis, happen 


cessful run, I reeognized in Ma xy Heweanb ~ who played the principal part ~ -~my chance 
acquaintance in Chieago; and being alone, I sent back a note asking if che would come 


a a i a 


out to supper with me, on going to the Stage Door for my answer after the pe rfor- 
manes was over, I found a message asking me to wait, and a few moments later, Miss 
Neweomb care out » and very kindly suggestea that I should come back to her flat on 
Bast 38th Steves, where she told me ber father was Waiting, and have supper with 
them, I vemember that we had a ve ry pleasant evening, and she told me Something of 
her experiences in California, where she had been acting at the Majestic Theatre in 
Los Angeles, with Bdward Bverett Horton, who has singe made a name for hinself in the 
) films, 
Again I lost track of Miss Newcomb for a couple of years, wut perhaps 
Pate was destined to bring us together; for we met again in New York, after my wife 
had died, and after tary Newcomb had separated from her husband, I was present at 


a 


Se eT EES e RENEE peerener 


eile battle tetas eae oak OE OL COL LOLG LLL: TE TOE ALE CE NE 8 CRNA: te te al et Wr meek Oy wn tent - 


LO ROR: = PRN 8. OF pe a ee a ee a OEE 


— a 


| 
Bhd ern ty re Sheet ote ei vonage: , stile ten Wie liad 
run st ino man eee ee 


EN CNY LGeHE, ot his deLichiful hease at Saztogns Dut the Lass oF the 
haheabels cua ar ncaa - Exo Higcinogn plaged a stovt onanges | 
wert +: Thangs , Me © slay dealing with epteodee in the deiat Vai, anbled “The Vou 
Dispueec", MTS play, “Whe Distant Dome", fehlewets ant thep we degiéed to ene 

3 Snghast Ae teiee thet ny wits okould wale how detut tn lente aa 
ae ee AES We er wurtons sademn ths wen stented snl Yn thee a — 
Actnn, “OIG”. eihkinebes tm tha plage, tie eigtaal ghee, wetvten is: prom,’ ” | 
Br Louts Wesinis: - Seatiniien inee obazachores tut in the Rnigidal wibiling, ‘seeebilien al 
- WP Sages Fe ae SS atk MY Sint in the See Terk produrtion, Ve twa pects ' 
) Se BNI TE hy Sen ath a Malay Coe i) Ueto, hie qumet hie elgnks oF 
Pe ehwne SEES Sh ag deabeasbuitapinsigg A ios 


ir Repetition Seme md, tee dayw Deseue,, hed Neon & sumebees Bhits 
WHEY Hk Chiskla Chewy. « she hod dined with we thet night oo sonnet thal 
; 
4 


Serewaar: - wis Lone tn the ty praiee ef Yazyte work; the. olowt witteh ed tang gue 


The, eure hey wast Bake we,” eho Gale. "2% mm a an 
or I an dn ew Yok: vhexe T Naw Note of frien, ioe ee) wx 
| 2 GE Mot tenn hoe meet, fer ts Ro. 
Mr in Sr et Sa a 


} 
f 
7 
5 
\J 
as 
” 
{ 
s 


~ ~ e? e * — A > = 5 — - = a ow 
a ee - = = = = : er 3 — 2 i £ # J — — -— 
a _ a ae we +s i: Z 2 _ 
. : = fe =v — “a 
>. 7 = = eR Te oo ee ny rn = EG Se Se EOS : ms eee a _—s . : 


indie oe Ss ee 


65 
the opening nicht of her first Starring venture, Nighthawk", which had a susce gs fh 1 
run at the Bijou Theatre on 45th Street, ami less than a month after its close, in 


Jaume of 1925, we were married at Concord, Massachusetts, Tor two years we spent 
most of the time travelling abroad, or 
the country; 


leading an idle pleasant life at our home in 
ang during that reriod, I have a very vivid recollection of a day spent 
with Chauncey Olcott, at his delightful house at Sarmtoga.s But the lure of the 
theatre was too Strong, and in Jamary of 1927, urs Higeinson played a short engage-~ 
ment in Chicago, in a Play dealing with @pisodes in the Great War, @alled "The Woman | 
Disputed", Another Play, "The Distant Drun*, followed; and then we decided to com | 
Se Sngland in order that my wife stould make hor detut in Lenton. ‘The Voman Dis pated 
was the play choseh, wut for various reasons this was abandoned » am the three -ect 
drama, "Jealousy", substituted in its place, Tho orginal play, written in Fremsh, 

by Louis Vormuil, contains many characters; but in the Snglish version, rewritten 

by Bugene Walter, there are only two. In the New rorr production, the two parts 

were played by Pay Bainter and John Halliday, ani al Woods, who owned the rights of 
the play, proposed to my wife thet she should Play the part of "Valerte™ in Lonion, . 
and suggested that he bring a leading man from Ameriea to Play opposite to her, to 


; 
] 
| 


this arrangement she agreed, and agconiinely , Mary Newcomb made her bow to the British | 
pablie at the Portune Theatre, on Decenber Sth, 1926, 
The Repetition Gomral, two days before, had beon a Success. Ellis 

Jeffreys ani Charlie Cherry ~ whe had dined with me that nicht and witnessed the per | 
formanee - were loud in their praise of Mary's work; the cloud which hed hang over 
@ll England because of the serious iliness of King George V. had been lifted by His | 
Majesty's gallant recovery, ani everything pointed to an auspicious opening; wut Maxy | 
Was terribly nervous, | 

" I'm sure they wontt like me," she said. "Tm not known in this city 
as I am in liew York where I have lots of friends, It%s sure to be a failure," | 

T did not share her anxiety, for I had absolute faith in her ability 


to carry hor audience with her; tut I remembered a tine when Faversham had come to 


' 


Oo cen mmm a a te SIE 0 Se Py ET TS a TE = ETT EAN SP Pe RE eS EEN + 


f a _ 
va eRe ip Cala 


‘atl> CO Oe Shee : : 
oe age OR rey: 4 Site moe ut 7% oat Sot, See ro 
i " « .* : » 


Meme vw: is 
rt a bs, 5 = < ~ c 
a4 : 4 « 
? - 2 —< #3 4 wit ty “‘“ 7 , 
ote 7 % ro ¥ Li . y" 
| ; ‘ a + . . : ae zs & » 
B ber he 
- A ‘ 
es s r. - 
> DO? & wet now : 
; " . a . 4 . 2 Se 
” ee ww a> 2 < Ps met i* 
re “4 + dG 
~ 
: -- 
« 


tw. » en ge . ‘ 
- ae <7T3 jets _ : ; 
ae S. Be Oi oot 7 fo . < » . ae — 


| r é 7 at . J . >. 5 
Pe 


u“% 


ae Zt. a 
‘7. & t er ae a> 
: 4 » > - : b> 
ee a i 3 : 7 +s a . ' 4 4 
“ a * iS 3. 4a8 £ “4 2 + an zx 7 ~~, <2 tad 
, $ ~ ye ~ —* it 4 hg ia ee 
: 
} 
i 
oa . 
et \ ~ s - ~ 
a = 2 Ss Ga te tz wtie we _" 
° _— We 22 +3 . > ri 
a = “Se 
ae * 
D "3% tvs te, Yon het ead 
' ; 7 ~~ = * 4 —— Sine 
“Ss PY Gat wet 4 te 


7 
i 
y Pay « 
al ——— . - 
rte @Seasmse fam ; Ptisien Bit 
s = = oo Sete ee &. 4 argh is , ‘ . a bee 
J AS 
- * 
«< 
4 » + 
4 i i ” e = oe « = 
. A =< BS we. ie a Soe 4 
=| z *! 4 te; CS ae. 2s a) 5 spe <3 ae 
aie ad * $B Ree Te 
‘ , 
= 
”% “ ’ 
: Soy a. = 4 $ : 
ie. oe — a | ae : Be Re a 4 
- oS ah 2 a. ae ey ro ae te ees Pp ae 
5 x aed * ad 
. 
4s 
oo - - , a 2 
“ . ee : WIE 8 roe oe lr 
- wae we DOA <a Ba 
a ae 
oe . 
) — = a ant ¢ . 
. “4 ~ cae | 
4 2% . Dace ss Sa SP ele 
a: os 22 . Ge YOR cow 
ce . ae 
_ 
igs .s eed 
‘ a = ss fad 
r, a a. fe > % 
f ame"°S 200Riye forwart te 
. 


— 
“a 
eo 


sagt Le ay Jalnsten jo rhs: <ghke ; 

She Ban mr hes tat Lat, serxt 
“Yeu Gom't remenber ao, wr it 
“hens te teste theese your ago, whi’ T was tt 
1 neem viet @he was ive Phewas « ade, os 3 


ee Lever, anine #823 ot newou ie Sone tis the i 7 | 
fe = ~ Wve ace 


ut Na oa box oeming nieg - oat tease erwotous » 4 


, a. , + 
a A sede S . o 7 4 , i s We r 
oy ie oe eee oe | a’ me ~% ‘cae. = . 


ee eter ae — fo eg Sadie align an 


66 . 
Boston in a new play, and his wife hat cous on from New York several days alead and , 
oven to it that the theatre was filled with his frienis on the opening night. I 
- Would have liked to do the same thing, wut I knew almost no one in Lomion, save a few 
mnt ing people, whose main interests lay in the breeding of hounts anf horses, I 
Wracked my memory and suddenly remembered that wy old friend, vaxine Elliott, lived 
somewhere in Londen, I pdoked up the telephone book; fount hor mmnber; ant eatleg =| 
her house on AWbey Road. Inektly, she was at home and in a few mimtes her well =< 
mown voice came over the wire :- i 

"What are you doing in England, Alex?” she said, “hunting J suppose.” | 
In a few wonis I told her of my reason for being in London, and ended by asking her 
if she would cone to the opening night with me. ‘Of course I will", she answered. 
"I'd love tos You had better come and dine with m heve. Your wife won't want to 
see you -I've been all through it ama I imow ~ ani we'll go on to the theatre toret | 
CF. That will be fine," 

Two evenings later, I said “Good-bye” to my wifes wished her luck: 
ami took a taxicab to iiss Elliettts house. I was ushered into her Brawing-room 
by a very friendly wtler, who sata that Miss Elliott would be down directly. A 
beautiful girl rose as I entered, and a velee which seemed very familiar, said ;~ 

) "I'm so glad to se you again, Nr Higginson, Aunt Max will be 
Gown in a mimte, She's looking forwanl to going with you to-nizht go much," 

She was do like Maxine Slilott in hor younger days that I could §— 
hardly believe 1% wae not she; but an instant’s reflection brought to my mind the 
fact that this moet Lady Jotmeton Torbes-Robe rtsin’s dauehter « she having been 
Gertrude Blifott. She saw my hesitation and 9a 14 :~ 

"You don’t remember me, Mr Higginson, We met at your Nother's 
house in Boston three years ago, when I was in Canada with my msband." ana then 


I romembered that she was Mrs Thomas ~ née, as I had guessed, Maxine Forbves-Robdert 
A few mimates later, Maxine Z11iett herself game into the room, looking, if not ag 


youthful as her chaming nieoo ~ stil1 tho same Grecfous wonan I had ew 
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in the old days “when all the worla was young." I had not seen vaxine for more than 
ten years = not singe 1919 in fact ~ when she had been playing in “Lom ami Lady Algy” 
with Pavershan, in Boston, and we had och to tel] each other during the ghaming © 
little tete-d-tete dinner whichi followed. Of course I was so excited with the 


thought of what that evening might bring forth, that I mst have been poor On pany ; 


bit Maxine, with her usual tact, led the conversation to my wife and her play, and was’ 


a very ready listener to oy enthusiastic predictions of the Gvening’s performance, 

AG eight o'clock, we lett for the thactre ani promptly at eight thirty 
were ushered into our seats in the thin row of the stalls, In the house that night 
Were many members of the theatrical profession, some of whom I knew ty sight and some | 
of whom Maxine pointed out to mo. Just across the aisle fron us was Al Woods, turned — 
out in evening clothes for the Occasion, and with him his partner, Sir Alfred Butt; ‘4 

Wey @h® Paws | | 
while = few rows behind 1 rocognized Ceorgs Fitewllliam, leoking as cheerful and happy — 
as ever. I suppose Mary was nervous that night ~ she had Gvery reason to be ~ but I 
an very sure that she was not so nervous ag I was for her, 


The worst nerves came boo 
before the curtain went up. I¢ was mt unlike the sensation I have often Bad sbe fore 
riding a race ~ a sensation which always vanished when the flag had fallen and we were 


off. And so it was that nicht, when the curtain rose and the play hed started, 
me rvousness ceased, 


ny 


"Jealousy" is a play which deals with with J@alousy on the part of a has~ 
band of an unimown, unseen vival, One hears of him froa the conversations which take 


Place between “Valerie” and her husbami, "Maurice", One ven listens to one end of 


a telephone conversation between him ami "Valerie", and one watches the gradual develop. 
ment of the almost insane J@alousy of him by the husbani, who hardly kmows of his 
Cxistence, The first act opens on a dazkoned stag. one hears husband ond wife, 
just back from their wedding supper, as they gropingly enter their apartment; then the 
switch is foumd ani the stage is flooded with light. Mazy looked her vest that night, 
and the London audienge broke into a cordial round of applause that mst have thrilled 


hor ~ as it did me ~ ani then settled itself down to a critical considemtion of this 


68 i 
young Amorigan actress who was appearing in Lonion for the first tine, Amd as the ~ 


play wore on and the situations which arose were handled by Mazy amd Crane Wilbur 
with strength ani decision, I could feel the house warming to it. It is a difficult 
task for two people to held an au@ienge during an entire evening, but that is exact ly 
what those two poople aid that night, There was not a sount during the performange, 7 
not a cough, none of that unconseious wut devastating uneasiness which is somet imes | 
felt when things are not going quite right, The audienge sat as if Spell~-boumi, and | 
then, at the end ef the first act, after “Valoxic*s"” dramatic teleghone congersation 
with "Monsieur Lanbertier", thoy burst inte a roar of applause that made the blood r 4 
msh to my face and my O7eS Smamte azine turned to me, 
" Bat she’s a great actress: Alex," She said. “You mver told me 
she was as good as this," 


“I always imew it," I answered, Woods rushed over to me. 


" She's. great, ‘Hig’," ho whispered, ” I told you shor be a knockout. | 
i'm going back to see her ani tell her so," and he made for the Stage Door, 
ve went into the lobby to hear the comments. Theze were plenty and 
all of them were complimentary, Sven the erities looked pleased. ‘The Play began a 
again, and as it progressed, I gradually wWalized that Uary's demt in Lomion was | 
g0ing to be a great triumph, "Jealousy" has the quality of 6ver-inereasing inte rest; | 
its characters carry their listenor with them as it progresses, Were it not 80, it 
would be impossible for two poeple te hold an auwliense. But ¢he fact remains that, : 
 @& the culmination of the great seen which follows"Valerie's" few moments at the ; 
~ that seem in which she explains to hor mobani her constant persecution ty “Lam~ | 
bertier” and her devotion to hin + the audiense burst into such applause as one sel} 
dom hears in the theatre, The thimi ast followed close on the secom; the ontionee ¢ 
were keyed up to such a pitch of excitement that they hanily lest their seats; and 
when the final curtain fell, the demonstration was tremenious , 
I have often been told vy actors that they could new ry expe rienge 
for a second time the joy of an opening night's sugcess; that there would always be 
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for then that one night when they had their first suecess ful performance in the play 


for which they were responsible, 1 Gan well believe it, ami yet I think that Maw 


Newcomb must haye had two such; for I sat in the Bijou Theatre in New York one night 
in 1925, and joined in the applause 
rank: of theatrical stars, 


with whieh the New York public welcomed her to the 
on the first performance on Nighthawk"; and I heani the 


cheers and hand-olappings which greeted her that night; ani above them all, I shall 


always remember ~- ana So will she ~ dear old Ned Potter's "Bravo", But to me the 


Ereatest nicht of all was ¢he nicht of which I write, the night when Lemion chee red 


the unlmown American actress who had come te them fron the New World, and called her 


before the curtain time after time, until she finally eame forward and thanked them, 


anc voleed the sentiment which wag in Se mary hearts that nicht, in wishing for the | 
Speedy recovery of their King, 1 wish her father had been there. I was ¢rying with 
excitement; old Al Woods was ruming up the aisle inthis hurry to get back te Nary to 
tell her what he thought about it all; people I didn’t know,~tut who had somehow 
learned that I was "Mary Neweonb' a" husband" - 


were congratulating me; and Maxine and I 1 
Were trying to get back to see the newborn Star, | 
‘ 


We got there finally. Nary’s dressing-room was smothered in flovers — 


and, in their midst, was a Very nervous, very worried, little Amerigan actress, who 


3 
Gig not really think that she had made good, and woulda not believe Maxine ana a dozen 


otherstheatrical celebrities who had come to congratulate her, Amongst them I not ics a 
an old lady to whom everyone deferred, and who had a strangely familiar look, and 


when my wife introduced me to Dame Madge Kendall, my memory flashed back across ¢he 


bridge of years to my Mother's drawing~roon in Boston, when the famous actress, with 


her chaming Imsband, had been her guests at luncheon, she looked at me, smiled, ana 4 
Said:~ "Are you the Little boy who game with his mother and father to see me | | 
husbani in "The Serap of Paper", when I Played Boston so many years aap 
my cood friend, Henry Higginson 7" 1 lauched, 


"Yeo," I said, "I that 14¢tle boy." Later she took mo aside, 


~ the son of a 


a 


‘Your wife is a great actress," she said, "She ought not to waste 
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talents on modem Plays like this, she ought to play shakespeare; she would make a 
wonderful *Pertia®, " 


I havo sometimes wondered if Maxy thought of that remark when 
$he played in "The Merchant of Voniee", with that brilliant actor, Srnest Milton. 
She was a wonderful "Portia". 


A few days after the firs+ performanes, Maxine gave a most delight ful 
luncheon for Mary in her lovely house, and I had a ehange to mmew my aecua intanse 
that great 2n¢lish actor, Sir Johnston Yorves~Roberteson, and his chaming wife, whom 
I had know many years before as Cerbrude Sllioett, in the days when she played, with hes 
Ssiter and Nat Goodwin, in “An Amerigan Citisen." So far as I know, Sir Johnston's | 


first starring venture to Ameriga was in a dramatisation of Rudyaml Eipling's "~The 
in "Hamlet", of which he gave a performance for Harvard University, at Sanlers Theatre,‘ 


Light That Failed ", in ? though he had 
in Memorial Hall, To me his “Hanlet” will always remain the Sreatest I have ever seen: 


first erossed the oeean as leading man to 
me agein, after he had married triss Elliott, 
and they played together in Shaw's "Gaesay ani Cleopatra’; and finally, years later, 


Kary Anderson, many years tefore, He a: 


Robbie Loraine had a luncheon for Nary, too, at the Garriek Club, am 
among the guests that day were gir Gerald du Maurler and his wife, a? well as a mater 
of othe® interesting people, But this to not an autobiography, and it would be 4A e 
for me to tell hore of Mary Neweomb's many suecesses on the London stage. I think 
one of her happisst s@asons was the one in which she played im Rachel Orothe reg spare 
ling comedy, "When Ladies weet", the part of "Claire Yootrate 


suited her perfectly, — J 
and the cast - which imcluded owen Naves, alm Tedd, and Ceoil Ramage, and thet ido1 
of the British stage, Dam Marie Tempest, whose brilliant Comedy in the part of 

Drake" formed a striking contrast to the nore serious charters in the play. 
The pioes opened in Liverpool, and I saw tt at the om of the first wh 
week, when the little errers attendant on every first night porformanee had vwecn corm 


reoted and the play had settled down to xm smoothiy , Afterwanis, we had Supper with: 


Dame Marie + "Mise Muffet", as my wife used to eall her ~ ani her husband, Graham 
Browne, whom I had seen years before in "The Duke of Killikvankie"; and although 1 
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Stood rather in awe of London's beloved star, I found her one of the most chaning 
people I had ever met, Sposeases of a ready wit, her remarks - which sometimes had 
a bit of a sting in them ~ were as brilliant and sparkling as the comedies in which 
she Hike dclighted the British mblic for polis and withal, she was a most chaming 
kindly hostess ~ fer wo were her guests that nicht, ‘When Ladies meet" toured the 
Provinces for several weeks before it opened in Lonion, where it was a great success 
throughout the entire season, 

Perhaps her portrayal of "Joan of Are” at the Old Vie was her greatest 
triumph; but I think that I leamed, during the years that followed that first night 
of "Jealousy", something of the feeling of an artist who ean hold an audience in the 
hollow of her hani and play upon their emotions at will, Many suecesses there were 
* am some failures « but I was very glad when Nary Neweomb retired from the stage 
ama came down to live in the country, where her hone life was not interrupted by 
calls from managers who sought to bring her back to a public, to whom, after all, 
she was merely the diversion of the moment, All my life I had been a man who loved 
the theatre; who had watched the performers on the stage from the front row; and, not) 
content with that, had sought to invade their private lives, And now I imew what 
that invasion brought and I was glad when the tattle was over. 


EPILOGUE 
In the autuem of 1959 War was declared, and soon after, a dear friend 


of ours ~ an Officer in the A.7.S, ~ asked Mary tonorganize some entertaiment for 
her gitks and the men of the Forees, Her idea was that she should coach them in 
one-act plays which could be produced at the local halls, The A.T.S, proved to be 
too tusy to rehearse, ani so Maxy decided to do a play with only men in the cast, 
and chose Sagews OmMeill'’s one-act drama "In The zone" for the initial production, 

let Mary Neweonb tell the story in hor own words :~ 

"tn The come’ was put into reheagaal immed fate Ly, and the men worked 
hard and entasMastieally, ‘giving up all of their spare tine to rehearsing, often 
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walking the two miles fran their barracks to my house, I've been through many sen- 
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Sations in the theatre, mt mever in a lone life have I suffered the agonies I did 
on that opening night in December, 1959, Delays had been unavoidable because of 
Periods of leave, illness, ani many suiden and unpredictable calls to peel potatoes, 


a a —— 


None of them hed ever Spoken @ line on the stage before, and because men were sleep- 


ine and eating in the hall, we were not able to have a dress or scenery rehearsal, 
The curtain vent Up amd exposed them to the view of their frienis ani comrades « 
Some five hundred of them ~ under comiitions that would make many & seasoned actor 
tremble. Purther, these friends and comrades had had Oly a few concerts of the 
lightest nature heretofore; they had not the slightest idea that the 'I.7.C,Playe rst be 
&3 my boys proudly called thenselyes « Wore on drama bent that nicht. | 
" It is in the book that the first head to raise itself from the seanan's 
bunks that line the Stage in "In The some’ ds that of the verprable *Seettier, For 
this part I had been given, by the Entertainment Officer, an enchanting Seets lad, 
very talented, vex Carmest, and very very young, In spite of the shadows, lines and 
high-lichts which we had painted on his face; in spite of the elegant Brey bean ve 
had stuck On it; in spite of what, in rehearsal, had seemed to be a devastatingly dour E 
look he ¢ast around the mirky cabin before he Spoke, his frienis recognized him ins | 


: 
ly and greeted hin cordially by name, with cheers,  'ife down, Santa Claus’ was mt 


one of the many cncouragements, gem rously given, which he received. In ny Pronpt 
Corner, I trembled and paled and doubted that one line would evr be spoken <- much less 
heani, But I was wrong, Utterly sineere and unselfconscious, the voys had their 
audiengs quiet and listening in two minutes and held them so ~ with the help of ur, 
OMfeil1 ~- for forty, It was a great triumph for them ani they enjoyed it to the full, 
Their spokesman was loudly cheered when he ammounced that this was but the first of a 
series of plays to be given by the I.7.¢,Players, 

"It was fun but it was extravagant, wo months’work, the gost of build. 
ing seensry, hiring costumes, buying *props' - all this for forty mimtes' entertain. 
ment, Moreover, the Sntertainnents Officer had to work just as ham to find turns 
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aad agts to fill up the two houre: programn® as he wonld have had to work to eet up 
the whole show. The boy® were enthusiastic ani had proved themselves so good, howeve 


. 
"Nat we should have gone on, had they not won snatched away from me, one by ono, | 
and sent to other units far away, 

"The answer to all these shortcomings of our original plan seemed to} 
be a full length play, acted by more settled Officers at the Depot, who not only 
Would have more time to rehearse intensively, wut who would also be able to give 
Performances at other vamps in the Distrigt, lajor 2eel-Yates ~ an experienced ant 
able amateur actor -~ suggested the light conedy ‘French Leayet, dy Relgimald Berkeley.) — 
This we pat into immediate rehearsal, with a most beautifel ang talented W.AsA.F. ag 
Gur leading lady, 


" Ina facetious moment, we called ourselves ‘The stinsfora Strolicrs' 
Wobile Theatre.’ We earried our own scenery, lighting equipment, and properties, . 
and we méant te give free enterbainnont +o as many of the smaller units ami depots 
aS we possible could, with the time at our Gisposal, We opened hilariously on 

May 16th, 1940, 

- " Hequests for the play pour@4 in, we found that we could pledge 
curs@lves to three performange s a wook, and had just settled down to a full schedule 
when the ¢yents in Prange, and then the Invasion Defence plans, cancelled all leave 
am 811 leisure for evexyone. I wemt into the hospital as a V.A.D. and turned ny 
Scenery van over to the Home quanl, It had a wasy sumer delivering suns and boots 
ac bombs and great~coats, iiy Mobile Theatre seemed to have come to a complete 


atop 
" " But in September, 1940, I was strongly urged by the authorities to 


start again, In these recuests the ‘fun’ clement was noticeably absent, I was told 
that the need for organized entertatment was going to inorease rapidly, not only 
because of the expansion of H,M.Forces, but because the new militazy situation meant 
that ti Forces were now dispersed over a very wide area, and often in remote dist 
with Little or mo leave, and no entertainnens looally available. 
“ Astor watery trying +0 got together another ametour greup, 1 
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G@ecided to form a cémi~profe sional Company which would be able to play anywhe se it 


Was required, Although my beautifnl WekedeP, had beon sent to Scotland, I was able . 
to find amateur women . four of them ~ to play the parts in 'Prench Leaye? am to help 
moto stage -manage the play ~ Mrs Stephens, 1re. RediGom, Mrs Graham-Jones ani her 
Gaughter ~ it is « utte impossible for me to do them Justice hem, ‘They gave tleir 
time, their ears, and their talemts without MEASUI»  Sonetines, when I saw irs. 
Nedferm, who played the leading part, evawling on her hanis and knees, in her own 
beautiful frocks, across what was almost always a perfectly filthy back~sta ce , ino rde 4. 
Omer to make hor broper entrance « (there way a fronch-wintow at the back which had 
to be avoided and ther was seldom any other way to comes the stage) - I wonde 2a haw 
she, who in private Lifo might be ¢alled an extremely pampered and luzury~«Lo+ing | 
Girl, could stam the conditions under which we Played, But she never missed a pe | 
formance and never complained, I needed six professional actors, bet found only | 
five mon im London who were able or willing to join me, SO, Major Peel-Yates, very 
unselfishly cont imucd in his part for some weeks, until the Sixth agtor was found, | 
"I had told the Southerm Commam that my parpos® was to go to ivolatea — 
Pests and Districts, rather than to the well-equipped 1 AAePsI, theatres which all 
the big Camps have. But Littie dia I know, when the orficiaa month-in~ndvanee list | 
of bookings was civen me, what technical and human problems would have to be met, | 
No stage, no fromt curtains no dressing-rooms ~ these were minor difficulties, Snow, 
freezing wind-sereens, tey roads, and continual motoring in the black~-out, were more 
Wearing, However, the first professional performance of ‘French Leave’ was given 
on November 11th, and from that date unt ii the first week in Woruary a miniwm of 
five performances a week wes given," 


Everywhere, the play was enthusiastically received, When work in 
the Home Counties was Completed, the Officer in charge of Sntertainnents of the 
Southom Command suggested that the conpany move its base, in order to be able to 
play to those units which wore stationed in tie michbouring Counties, This entailed 
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far greater expense, and had it not been for the help given bytsome kind American 
friends, it would have been impossible to carry on, for all these productions cost 

_ *monsy, and it had been Maxyts idea fran the Start that, not only should no admission 
be charged to the troops, but that the project should be Ame rican~backed throughout , 
The funds with whieh to meet the cost of the orginal outlay - the capital ingestment 
80 to speak ~ the lighting plant, the scenery, the van for transportation ~ had all 
Come from America; but in addition ¢o this, there was now tho cost of billeting and 
Paying the professional actors, transportation, the wages of the chauffeur who drove 4 
the scemry van, carpenters, electricians, etc,ete ~ to Say nothing of the thousant 


_ i a a ty 


and one miseellansous expenses that always crop up. Petrol was furnished free of 
cost by the miltary authorities, but the wear and tear on scenery ani costumes was 


Great, and had it not been for the gone rous msponse to our appeal to friends in the 
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United States, the umMertaking must have emied with the final production of "Prench 
Leave", on February lst. 

On that night, the company played in the littic village Hell near a 
famous estate in the West of Englaml, where they were honoured by the presence of 


Wueen Mary, mother of the radening Sovereign . It was an interesting evening, and 

I shall never forget the moment when tho audienge in the little Hall, packed with 
Soldiers, rose as the impressive figure of the Queen ente red ani took her place in the 
seat which hed been prepared for her, in the front row, She seemed to enjoy the pem 
formance greatly, ani at the end, sont for my wife, and after having thanked her for 
the work which she was doing, asked that the various members of the cOmpany be preser 
to her, And so they came, one after another ~ pre Redfern, who had Played the part 
of the Enelish wife; lire Stephens, the ola Prench landlady; John Wyse, well lmownféer 
his portrayal of romantic roles in London; Warburton Gamble, who has played in many 
productions on both sides of the water: Raf de la Torre, aote Meth Some whe re | 
in the Middle Bast; Alexander Field, whose portrayal of the Cockney batman, in "Jour~ _ 


mey's End", will never be forgotten wy anyone who saw the original production; and for — 


Gach of them, Hor Majesty had a word of praise and a kindly handolasp. she was as 


76 
€racious ani simple as possible, and we all floated back to our heedcuarters at Stinb- 
fori House on the wings of success, But I knew that Mary Newcomb was almost in des- — 
pair that night; for the momy which had been subscribed was almost exhausted, and + 
there was moh more work to be done, 


4 


We had sent out, about Degember ist, a mumber of appeals to American 
friends, tut the mafis were irregular in those days ami the funis which haa come in 
had only been sufficient to meet the expenses of the first production; so perhaps it 
is not diffienls to imagine the thrill 4+ gave us to find a cablecram at Stins ford H 
Hous@,from an Ame rican friend, telling us that a large sum < sufficient to meet the ' 
needs of the organization ~ was available, In addition to this, there were a mm- 
ber of letters from American friends, mary of which contained gem rous cont rivut ions, 
98 WOll as wonis of Sncouragement and support, It was decided to reform the organi- 
zation, changing the nance of the company frem "The Stins ford Strollers" te "the Mary 
Neweomb Players", as recuestea by the Entertaiment officer of the Southern Comani . 
and forming a Committee of well knom People to administer the musiness ani finanees 
of the company, We were fertunate in Securing several distinguished people - Her 
Grace The Duchess of Beaufort, The Right Honourable The Barl of Cromer, The Right . 
Honourable The Barl of Shaftesbury, The Right neve wnt The Lord Bishep of Salistury, 
The Countess of Ilchester, ani The Lady Digby, who kindly consented to act as Patrons 
and Patronesses of the project, 


* i oe 


With finanees assured » the work of casting and rehearsing the next . 
production began; and for three weeks the little company worked as hani as ever they | 
had on the road: for “Gaslight” - the play decided upon ~ would have fallen very flat 
had it not been produced and acted with infinite skill, hore are two male cha racteles 
"John Mamnigham” ~ vest deseribed as an adventurer with homicidal temensies: and : 
"S@rgeant Rough",~ a middle-aged detective: and these were ent rusted to John Wyse ana | 
Warburton Gamble, The three female chareters ~ "Mrs Manningham": "Slisabveth"; ghe 
cook-housekeeper ; — Nancy", a maid ~ were played by Na xy Newcomb, Famees Varing 


and Diana Cherry respectively ~ the latter a young woman who, although she had st&ided J 
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77 
for the stag’, had never appeared on it professionally. Both the men were, of course} 
professionals of long experionce, as was Miss Waring: while to the part of "Isabel 

- Mamningham", Mary Newoond prought all that talent which had taken her to the top of 
her profession before she lef} the Stag?» There had been sone doubt in her mind as ’ 
to how the play would be reqe ived ty the troops; for "Gaslight", by Patrick Hamilton, 
is not a comedy yous a very gripping thriller, whose characters mst be portrayed with 
Skill in onler to produce the psychological effect upon which the Play depends for 
its suecess, Once I had seen the Drees Rehearsal, I had little doubt of the outcome , 
~ and I was right - for "Gaslicht" Played to packed houses and enthralled audiences 
for over siz months, in spite of the fact that it became necessary to make repeated 
changes in the cast, owing to the afet that; first Wyse and then de le Torre, were 
ealled up for service, Whe part of "Mamigham"™ is a difficult one, but it was well 
taken by de la Torre, who manageé to get an extensien when Wyse was forced to leave, 
Then he too had to go, and his plage was filled by thet well kmown actor, Hamilton | 
Deane, vhose long experience stood hin in good stead, ir Deane was an actor of the > 
014 school, who had palyed amtiy parts in Ameriaa, as well as Englinti, and who, in his 
leisure hours, was a most delightful companion, He had acted with, or mew, many of q 
my old frienfis in The Lambs, and we used to sit together in the evenings, after his 
Work was done, talking over the old days ami the ola plays, which were New York gue- 
cesses when both of us were youngse But Mr Deam® found the work more than he could 
stand when the company went on the road, and his Place was ulfimately filled by Allen — 

Trotter, who carried on until the play closed, 

The ghoiee of the next Play to be produced was considered at a meet ng 
of the Committee 1p 14 during the autumn, and after some discussion, it was decided to ; 

Produce "Jealousy", that pay of which I have already told in detail, It was uni- 

versally felt that if a good man could be found to play the part of "Maurice", it 
be hazi to find a better play for the pirpose; and the low cost of production and the — 
facility of its transportation were deciding factors. Maxy Newcond journeyed to Lo | 

Gon in search of a leading man, and was finally lucky enough to find a young actor 
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78 
was not only physically fitted to play the part, tut whe was most interested in doing 
So. There was one drawback - he aws in tie service and had been with his mit for 
| Some time. At first it seemed quite impossible that he woulé be released, even tem — 
porarily, but luckily the General in Command of the Division to which his unit be 
mas a man who believed in the importance of entertainment for the Forees; ani when the 
situation was explained to hin, he at ones gave orders that the men in question be 
"lent" to "The Maxy Newcomb Players" for the rm of the Play. Within a week, the in=e : 
pessible was accomplished, and Dennis Rose~Prige and his wife - whe goes by the sta ge 
ame of Joan Schofield - were installed at "Stins ford House" and the Play was mut into 
rehearsal at once, 

Everything went smoothly; the finishing touches were given ty Frank} ri 
iin Dyall, who was Kini enough to lem his services as predueer, ami the little audi 
ence that was present at the Dress Rehearsal, saw, I think,the best production of the 
Play that has ver been given, Tea yenrs of experience had brought maturity to Marr 
Newcomb's portrayal of "Vale rie", while fir Price's “taurice Was, to m@g one bf the 
most convincing performances of the part that I have yet seen - singere and virile, J 
inspite of fi pe tte almost insow vein of jealousy which runs throuch it, ie 
The play ly given throughout the South m COmand; in Dorset and Devon and far 7 
off Cornwall; in Hampshire and Berkshire and as far Bast as Oxforishive, Her Majesty 
queen Mary has seen 48"and ic now a conbritator to th& fds which support the project 
For the entrance of the United Shetes inte the War, of course stopped the cont ribut io: 
from America and necessitated an appeal for help to the dwellers in England. To 
them who, by this time, had become so used to the sound of Hitler's planes, often 
Punetuated by the crash of bombs, the conditions wider which this devoted Little 
company played, were nothing new; mt to those Amerieans who may read thds account 
of the founding ani development of The Mary Newoont Players, it may bring a thrill 
to leam that often the plays were given in Camps which were subject to air raids at) 
short notice, and that more than ones, owing to the “black-out" , the joumeys ¢o 


and from the phaces of performance wero mate in total darkness, wore than Onee too — 
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79 
the players have seen the flashes from the anti-aircraft shells ani the rattle of 
machine-gun fire from the planes overhead, Om might fairly say that they were 
in the combat sone; tut the ératituie of the men ani their Officers knew no bounds, 
and I have read letters written to Mary Newcomb by the Commanding Officers of the 
Camps at which she has Played that mean more te her than ¢he fulsome praise of a first 
night critic, 

The work was hari and dangerous; the hours were long; but perhaps — 
the following extract fran a letter which I ree ived during the Spring of 1942, eplai\ 


Plains the reason why this final phase of hor theatrical career has meant se much 
to Mary Neweond3- 


U 
? 


“ 2% is very late + one-ritteen Avy, in fact. We had a erowled and 
enthusiastic gathering to-nicht, Hampshire will always be to me a land 
of gifts and flowers, I don’t imow why, but every performange has been 
plamed for some expression like thet, It room hag literally been a 
bower of flowers all the way," 
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